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ST. VRAIN & LEFT HAND WATER CONSERVANCY
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING
MARCH 8, 2010

DISTRICT

The St. Vrain & Left Hand Water Conservancy District Board of Directors met on March
8,2010 at the Natural Resources Building, 9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, Colorado.
President Dennis Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. Board members
attending were President Yanchunas, Secretary John Zweck, Treasurer Harold Nelson, Directors
Bob Brand, Bill Haselbush, Glenn Patterson, Vernon Peppler and Ronald Sutherland. Vice
President David Macy was absent. Staff members present were Executive Director Sean
Cronin, Attorney Scott Holwick, Engineer Mark McLean, Administrative Assistant Cynthia
Einspahr, and Secretary Lee Bauer. Also attending the meeting was Water Commissioner Shera
Sumerford, Ken Huson City of Longmont, and Ray Derr, Anderson-Derr, P.C.
SEARCH COMMITTEE
President Yanchunas announced that it was necessary to recess the St. Vrain & Left Hand
Water Conservancy District Board Meeting and convene as the Search Committee to approve
the Search Committee Minutes of January 15,2010. John Zweck made a motion to approve
the Search Committee Minutes of January 15, 2010. The motion was seconded by Bill
Haselbush and passed unanimously. Vern Peppler made a motion to dissolve the Search
Committee. The motion was seconded by John Zweck and passed unanimously. The District's
Board Meeting was then reconvened.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
President Yanchunas called for corrections or additions to the minutes of the February
8,2010 meeting of the Board of Directors of the st. Vrain & Left Hand Water Conservancy
District (District). John Zweck made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. The
motion was seconded by Glenn Patterson and passed unanimously.
Review of Audit of the District's 2009 Financial Records
Mr. Ray Derr, Anderson-Derr, P.C. gave an overview of the St. Vrain & Left Hand
Water Conservancy District's Financial Report for the year ending December 31, 2009. Copies
of the Audit Report for 2009 had been distributed to the Directors. Ray reported that the
District was under the $500,000 limit and would not need to have a State audit. Following
Ray's explanation of the audit and discussion, John Zweck made a motion to approve the
Audit. The motion was seconded by Bill Haselbush and passed unanimously.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S

REPORT

Executive Director Sean Cronin reported that he and Dennis Yanchunas had attended a
fundraising event on Water Tables at Colorado State University. This was sponsored by the
CSU Water Archives.
Sean reported that he recently had an introductory meeting with Tom Cech, Central
Colorado WCD. Two weeks ago he met with Attorney Scott Holwick to go over the water court
cases. This morning, he met with Mark McLean, Ken Huson, and an applicant's engineer on
a court case. He is familiarizing himself with the District and will meet with each of the
Directors individually. Sean will be working on the District's website. Following discussion,
Harold Nelson made a motion appointing Sean Cronin to replace Les Williams as the
District's representative on the South Platte Roundtable. The motion was seconded by Bob
Brand and passed unanimously.
FINANCIAL REPORT
Administrative Assistant Cynthia Einspahr presented the Financial Report noting a
General Fund beginning balance of$11,733.55. After a $17,000 loan from the Enterprise Fund
and expenses of $19,967.24, the ending balance was $13,427.75.
She noted expenses of
$5,791.90 to the Miscellaneous/Human Resource account for legal, engineering, and human
resource fees associated with the Search Committee. There is a balance of $18,426.50 in that
account to cover expenses in providing Sean with new equipment, etc. The Ad Valorem may
be $80,311. The Water Rights & Land Acquisition Fund month end balance was $134,547.85.
The Water Activity Enterprise Fund month end balance was $171,807.08 following the $17,000
loan to the General Fund. Cynthia explained the purpose of the various funds. Following
discussion, John Zweck made a motion to approve the financial statements as submitted.
The motion was seconded by Glenn Patterson and passed unanimously.
WATER COMMISSIONER'S

REPORT

Water Commissioner Shera Sumerford reported that there was still a free river on the
Main Stem of the St. Vrain River, the call on the St. Vrain is Foothills Reservoir, July 13, 1910.
The Lyons gage is still off. Snow pack on the Upper Colorado is at 79%, South Platte 81 %, and
the St. Vrain is at 77.5%. Shera provided information on reservoir storage:
Beaver Park - 13.33%
Highland #1 - 80.7%
Foothills - 67.2%
Left Hand Valley - 72.8%

Button Rock - 78.26%
Highland #2 - 84.62%
Pleasant Valley - 100%
Left Hand Park - 48.1 %

McIntosh - 89.53%
Highland #3 - 69.1 %
Oligarchy #1 - 94.4%
Union - 94.1 %
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New Thomas - 92.6%
Clover Basin - 56.8%

Lagerman - 62.5%

McCall-

92.8%

Shera reported that Jack Davis, Deputy for the St. Vrain and Big Thompson has left.
The Division office will be hiring a new Deputy Water Commissioner who will be working for
both districts. She hoped the position will be filled soon.
ACTIVITY REPORT
LEGAL AND ENGINEERING
Engineer Mark McLean reported that the annual augmentation plan report was completed
and will be submitted today, March 8. Three new members had been added.
Mark reported he had a good follow-up phone call with the Greeley Division Engineer's
staff regarding the cease and desist orders that were issued in error by their office. He thought
they will have better communication.
The State is looking to further identify the physical
location of the wells that are in the District's augmentation plan. Mark and Attorney Scott
Holwick explained the process of adding a new member to the plan.
'-...../

Mark reported that the meeting this morning between himself, Scott, Ken Huson, and
Sean was with Golden's engineer, Doug Seeley, on the Neighbor's Pit change of use
augmentation plan. The attorneys will have a status conference later this week.
Mark presented additional information on snow pack, reporting that the snow pack in the
St. Vrain is tied for the worst in the state. The forecasted summer stream flow for St. Vrain
Creek at Lyons is 65% of average.
Attorney Scott Holwick commented that there was not much to report on the legislature
that was pertinent to water. The CWCB construction fund was able to retain 25 million dollars
for water projects for this calendar year. He commented on the proposed rafting bill, the
curtailing of well users and the proposal of curtailing surface water right users. He distributed
copies of a resolution from Northern Colorado WCD in opposition to 2010 ballot initiative nos.
10, 12, and 21. Counsel will draft a resolution for the District and present it at the April Board
Meeting for the Directors to consider.
Counsel had prepared a Water Court and Supreme Court case update for Executive
Director Sean Cronin, copies of which were given to the Board for their information.
Counsel reported on the amicus brief that he is preparing to file on behalf of DARCA
and other mutual ditch and reservoir companies in Case No. 2009SA133 (FRICO's appeal of
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Case No. 2002CW403 (Barr Lake). He said there are other amicus briefs that will be filed
simultaneously by municipalities, and other entities. He asked if the District would want to join
in the amicus brief. At issue is the one-fill rule. Bob Brand commented that there is conflict
between two rules of Colorado water law - use it or lose it - and the duty of water. He said the
duty of water implies that you have to be both prudent and efficient in the use of water. Dennis
commented that the District could give financial support, verbal support or say it is not what the
District wants to support. Counsel will have a draft amicus brief ready for the April packets.
NEW BUSINESS
Amendment

to Personnell Rules

President Yanchunas asked that the Personnel Rules be amended to two pay periods a
month. Following discussion, John Zweck made a motion amending the Personnel Rules to
two pay periods a month. The motion was seconded by Bob Brand and passed unanimously.
Committee to review and make recommendations
for updating the District's Bylaws
Following President Yanchunas' recommendation, Ron Sutherland made a motion to
form a committee consisting of Dennis Yanchunas and Dave Macy to review the District's
Bylaws and make recommendations
for updating them. The motion was seconded by Bill
Haselbush and passed unanimously.
Purchase

of Left Hand Shares

Vern Peppler recommended the District look into purchasing some Left Hand Ditch
Company shares. Ron Sutherland reported that there were 28 shares coming up for auction, and
there may be another 4 shares for purchase. Bob Brand and Sean Cronin will research the
possibility of purchasing some Left Hand shares, and Engineer Mark McLean will advise. Ron
commented that the purchase would include the cost of the shares,
and any past due
assessments.
Coffin top Diligence
Counsel advised that diligence on Coffintop will be due in twelve months. Following
discussion, Bob Brand and John Zweck offered to work with Ken Huson and Sean Cronin on
the Coffintop diligence.
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Vernon

District

Peppler,

President

Emeritus

President Yanchunas reported that Vernon Peppler had served 32 years as District
President. Following discussion, Bob Brand made a motion electing Vernon Peppler as
President Emeritus.
The motion was seconded by Ron Sutherland and passed with Vernon
Peppler abstaining. A professional photograph will be taken and a plaque commemoratingVern
as President Emeritus will be commissioned.
Northern

Colorado

WCD (NCWCD)

Dennis announced that NCWCD's Spring Water Users Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 7, 2010 at the Radisson Conference Center in Longmont. Please let Cynthia
know if you wish to attend and she will make reservations.
Ken Huson reported that at NCWCD's
decision on the Regional Pool.
ITEMS

FROM

last board meeting, they chose to postpone a

THE BOARD OR PUBLIC

Cynthia introduced Boyd Byelich, NRCS District Conservationist.
Boyd reported that
their Sawtooth survey site is on the list to become an automated SNOTEL site. The average
cost to install an automated site is about $25,000. NRCS is asking for contributions from
entities. In the past, the District has contributed financially for the SNOTEL installation at
several sites. Dennis recommended placing this item on the agenda for the April Board
Meeting. Ken Huson reported that Soil Conservationist Don Graffis had contacted the City of
Longmont and other water users for letters of support. Glenn Patterson made a motion
authorizing Executive Director Sean Cronin to send a letter of support to NRCS for the
installation of an automated SNOTEL site at Sawtooth. The motion was seconded by John
Zweck and passed unanimously. Boyd asked ifthe District would consider contributing $2,500
for the SNOTEL site. This will be discussed at the April Board Meeting
Glenn Patterson reported that by the end of March, he should hear about the Water
Quality Planning grant application that he submitted on behalf of the District. If the grant
application comes through, discussion will be held at the April Board Meeting. Glenn said there
are several options for the Board:
1. Accept the grant.
2. Transfer the grant to another entity.
3. Refuse the grant.
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Glenn outlined the procedure and work involved in coordinating
Planning project.

the Water Quality

Retirement Party for Les 'Williams
Vern reminded the Board that Les' Retirement Party will be held on Thursday, March
11, from 4:00 p.m to 6:00 p.m. in the lower level conference room.

President's Comments
President Yanchunas asked the Board to consider moving the starting time for the
District's Board Meetings to 1:00 p.m. instead of 1:30 p.m.
Dennis recommended purchasing a Blackberry cell phone for Sean.
Discussion was held on the notebooks that have been provided for the Directors' use.
The notebooks include the District's goals and policies, the current budget, etc. They will be
added to and updated as needed.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to come before the St. Vrain & Left Hand Water Conservancy
District Board of Directors, the meeting was adjourned at 3:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

