St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501
April 13, 2015
I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Glenn Patterson, Treasurer
Mike Rademacher, Secretary Bill Haselbush, Directors Doug Lyle, Doug Rademacher, Verna Sigg,
Chris Smith, and Ron Sutherland.
Staff members and consultants present: Administrative Assistant Terry Lance, Legal Counsel Scott
Holwick, and Engineering Principle Mark McLean.
B.

Call to Order

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda

President Yanchunas asked for any additions or amendments to the agenda, and there were none.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes as
presented and there were none. A motion to approve the March minutes was made by Director Sigg
and seconded by Treasurer Rademacher. It was then noticed that Vice President Patterson's name
was not included in the minutes as attending the March Board meeting. A motion to correct the
minutes was made by Director Smith and seconded by Treasurer Rademacher. The motion passed
unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A. Motion: Financial Report

Ms. Lance reported she had been working with Clausen Accounting in cleaning up the District asset
records, closing of the 2014 financial books, and in preparation for the annual audit to be held May
11. The Assistant Treasurer then reviewed a memo detailing the transfer of two budget line items.
Ms. Lance reviewed the District's bank account balances, and significant revenue and expense items
for the month of March.

Vice President Patterson stated he had taken a gauge reading at Copeland Lake and would continue
to take periodically readings. He also informed the Board he knew of someone who may be
interested in the seasonal position previously held by Jim Hinshaw. A motion to approve the
financial report was made by Treasurer Rademacher and seconded by Secretary Haselbush. The
motion passed unanimously.
B. Motion: Proposed Modifications to District Bylaws, Etc.
As a follow-up to a discussion at the March Board meeting regarding amending the District's
Bylaws, Mr. Holwick reviewed the proposed modifications. Counsel stated the required notification
to amend the Bylaws had been completed. A motion to approve the proposed amendment to the
Bylaws was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director D. Rademacher. The motion passed
unanimously.
Mr. Holwick reviewed the proposed revisions to the Augmentation Membership packet that
included the Application Rules and Guidance, Membership Rules and Guidance, and the Contract for
Water Agreement. Mr. Holwick recommended the augmentation members sign new amended
agreement contracts. A motion to approve the modifications to the Application Rules and Guidance,
Membership Rules and Guidance, and the Agreement for Contract for Water was made by Secretary
Haselbush and seconded by Director Lyle. The motion passed unanimously.
IV.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

A.

Legal Report

Mr. Holwick reported the Lake 4 diligence decree was entered the end of March, making that
particular junior water right intact for another 6 years. Counsel was also preparing a Lake 4
diligence application for the senior water right and will meet with Boulder County ("County") to see
if they want to participate as co-owner of the water right. A substitute water supply plan was filed
March 12 that will allow the District to use the City of Longmont's water for replacement of
augmentation program depletions. Mr. Holwick notified the Board there were two applications of
interest within the February Resume: the Little Thompson Water District and the Stapp Lakes
Ranch LLC. Counsel does not recommend filing a statement of opposition in either case. A brief
discussion ensued on the Stapp Lakes Ranch.
Mr. McLean stated he attended a meeting with the Town of Ward, who was seeking approval of an
augmentation plan for the Ward Ditch and Pipeline, then gave a status of the case. Mr. Holwick
added the case was set for trial in November. A brief discussion ensued regarding complications
and concerns with this case. An update will be provided at the May Board meeting.
Counsel reported the City of Longmont provided the District a courtesy copy of its diligence
application for Buttonrock which will appear in the March resume. Mr. Holwick does not anticipate
the District filing a statement of opposition in this case, but will defer discussion until the May
Board meeting.

B.

Engineering Report

According to the April Water Supply Outlook Report, Mr. McLean reported March precipitation was
barely half of average, but reservoir storage in Colorado had increased slightly. Lake Granby inflow
projection was down to 91%, but was still one of the better forecasts in the state. The South Platte
Basin March precipitation was 58% of average. Stream-flow forecasts declined, but locally the St.
Vrain Creek at Lyons was projected 85% of average and Boulder Creek was 93%, the highest in the
South Platte Basin. In general, the basins in the southern half of the state continue to have below
average reservoir storage while storage in the northern portions of the state have continued to hold
above average volumes of water.
C.

Lake 4 Update

Mr. McLean notified the Board he attended two weekly progress meetings with the County and had
since reviewed the Lake 4 reservoir reconstruction plans and provided the County his feedback.
Mr. McLean received a memo from Engineering Analytics ("EA")regarding the further investigation
of Lake 4 outlet pipeline and was also provided to the Board in a separate attachment. In the
memo, EA had proposed an additional investigation of the outlet structure that included a cost of
$231,427.00.
Mr. McLean stated EA had investigated an 1100 ft. portion of the 1h mile long pipeline, and it was
evident that no blockages or structural problems were found, but the remaining section of pipeline
still remains to be seen. Mr. McLean described the outlet area and gave suggestions on how an
investigation of the remaining pipeline could be done with fewer costs. He stated a large portion of
the estimate costs consist of two things: dewatering and constructing two manholes. A discussion
ensued on the cost of dewatering. Director Lyle believes the cost of dewatering could be done at a
lesser cost and thinks the investigation could be completed in three days. Director Lyle also
attended a meeting with the County and understood they would like to step back from the outlet
investigation and let the District take the lead since it has experience with the original construction
of the outlet structure. A discussion developed on dewatering, the investigation of the outlet
structure, surge, and state requirements for dam safety.
Director Lyle suggested the District hire Mr. McLean as a consultant for the outlet structure
reconstruction since he had knowledge of the reservoirs history and expertise on the outlet
structure. In the absence of Mr. Cronin, Mr. McLean asked the Board what maximum costs they
would approve for further investigation of the outlet structure. Director Lyle reported work was
currently being done on the adjacent lakes to Lake 4 and may be a good opportunity to start the
investigation. Mr. McLean suggested if the District budgeted $100,000, the shared costs would be
$50,000 each for the District and the County. The Board was in consensus to hire Mr. McLean to
further investigate the outlet structure up to $100,000. Mr. McLean added further discussions were
still needed between the County and the District as to how much money should be spent on the
investigation.

D.

Water Commissioners Report

Ms Sumerford reported the call on the Main Stem was the Upper Platte & Beaver with Riverside
bypassing; date - May 31, 1907, administration number 20969. The Water Commissioner stated
there was still no call on the St. Vrain. As of 8 am this morning, there was 25.8 cfs at Lyons gauge.
At the end of March, reservoirs were at 75% full. Snowpack for Upper Colorado was at 64%, South
Platte was 82%, and St. Vrain was 83%.
E.

Coalition Updates

Vice President Patterson reported that on April 14 the Department of Local Affairs would be
meeting with the Left Hand Watershed Oversight Group "LWOG"to review documents and tour
field sites for the six implementation grant applications. On Friday April 17, LWOGwould begin the
interview process for the watershed coalition coordinator and was also expecting a grant for the
position at that same time.
F.

District Goals and Policies Review

President Yanchunas directed the Board to review the District Goals and Policies attachment and
the Colorado Water Congress Policies that were provided as a reference, and bring any suggested
changes or comments to the May Board meeting.
G.

Draft TMDLfor Left Hand Creek

Vice President Patterson reported there was a public comment period in the coming weeks for the
Draft TMDLfor metals and PH levels on Left Hand Creek and James Creek. If any directors were
interested in submitting comments, Vice President Patterson would provide the link. Director
Smith stated Mr. Cronin has brought attention to an issue with water quality being introduced into
our Basin and has also expressed concerns.
V.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Directors Report

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any comments/concerns regarding the annual Water
User's Meeting. Vice President Patterson learned that USGS in cooperation with the City of
Longmont had installed a new gauge on Left Hand Creek at Hover Road. President Yanchunas
learned there was "free-river" on the South Platte from August until this month, and thinks this is
partly due to full reservoirs.
B.

Items from the Board President or Public

President Yanchunas announced that Northern Water set the C-BTquota at 70%, and was uncertain
if the City of Longmont would be leasing water this year.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Board of Directors, Secretary Haselbush made a motion to adjourn and Director D. Rademacher
seconded. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Attendees:
Shera Sumerford

District 5 Water Commissioner

