St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501
January 12, 2015

I.

ROUTINE ITEMS
A.

Roll Call

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Glenn Patterson, Treasurer
Mike Rademacher, Secretary Bill Haselbush, Directors Doug Lyle, Doug Rademacher, Verna Sigg,
and Chris Smith.
Staff members and Consultants present: Executive Director Sean Cronin, Administrative Assistant
Terry Lance, Legal Counsel Scott Holwick, and Engineering Principle Mark McLean.
B.

Call to Order

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments

or Additions

to the Agenda

President Yanchunas asked for any additions or amendments to the agenda. Mr. Cronin added
Discussion Item H [Personnel Committee Report].
II.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.

Motion:

Approval

of Minutes

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes as
presented and there were none. A motion to approve the December minutes was made by Director
D.Rademacher and seconded by Secretary Haselbush. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTION ITEMS
A.

Selection

of Temporary

Chairman

President Yanchunas asked for a motion to select a temporary chairman. Treasurer Rademacher
made a motion to appoint Vice President Patterson as temporary chairman and Director D.
Rademacher seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
B.

Election

of Officers

Vice President Patterson opened the floor for nominations for Board President. Director Lyle
nominated Director Yanchunas. Director Yanchunas accepted the appointment of President of the
Board and the motion passed unanimously.
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President Yanchunas reviewed the current officers and asked for comments from the Board. Vice
President Patterson stated he has served three terms; but with new Board members, wondered if
any Directors would be interested in the Vice President position. Director Sigg asked if any Board
members were interested in the Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer positions and with no
response, she made a motion to retain the same officers for 2015. Director D. Rademacher
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
C.

Designate

Location for Posting of Public Notice

Mr. Cronin stated a location for posting public notice of regular meetings needs to be designated
annually, and the current location is the primary entrance of the Natural Resources Building,
located at 9595 Nelson Rd. Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to designate the Natural
Resources Building's primary entrance as the location for public notice of regular meetings.
Director D. Rademacher seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
D.

Committee Appointments

Mr. Cronin reviewed the District's three standing committees and members. He asked the Board for
nominations or motions and a brief discussion ensued on some current committee members
moving to other committees. A motion to retain the Budget, Personnel, and Finance committee
members for 2015 was made by Director Sigg, and seconded by Director D. Rademacher. The
motion passed unanimously.
E.

Finance Report

President Yanchunas requested the Assistant Treasurer present the financial report for the month
of December. Ms. Lance stated the 2014 amended budget figures were included in this month's
financial reports. The Assistant Treasurer then discussed the District's bank account balances, and
significant revenue and expense items. Director Smith made a motion to approve the financial
report and Treasurer Rademacher seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
IV.

DISCUSSION

A.

ITEMS

Legal Report

Mr. Holwick reminded the Board, the District and the County filed an application to show diligence
for a water right for Lake 4 in 2012, and the CWCBfiled a statement of opposition. Counsel stated
the District and Boulder County (County) have a water delivery agreement draft that was presented
to the CWCBBoard in November and is now on track for a final decision in January. Per the City of
Longmont's (City) request and County's review, Mr. Holwick added some language to the proposed
decree to provide clarification and will update the Board when a response is given from the CWCB.
Counsel informed the Board that the District and County will need to file an application to show
diligence for the senior water right for Lake 4 before May 31,2015.
Mr. Holwick reported the Windy Gap Firming Project Bureau of Reclamation record of decision
came down on December 19, and has now been signed.
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B.

Engineering

Report

Mr. McLean stated snowpack in the Central and Northern mountains was above average and the
South Platte and Colorado Basins had two months of above average snowpack. Early snowpack
projections are 97-98% for St. Vrain Creek, 100% for Boulder Creek, and 97%-98% for Big
Thompson, Poudre and the Front Range.
Mr. McLean reported Copeland Reservoir was filled last summer and gauge readings had been
taken and recorded by Vice President Patterson throughout the year. Using the Snotel site to obtain
measurements for precipitation and a standard estimate for evaporation, a technical analysis was
completed to determine how well Copeland Reservoir held water and estimate leakage
Mr. Cronin, Mr. Holwick and Mr. McLean are scheduled to meet and discuss the legal aspects and
capabilities of Copeland Reservoir becoming a recharge site. Discussions will also include the
timing of the seepage from the lake and how well the seepage pattern matches up with
replacements needed for the Augmentation Program. A discussion was held on the reservoir's
storage, outlet, and dead pool.
C.

Water Commissioners

Report

Mr. Cronin stated the water commissioners report was in the packet and he has received no other
information.
D.

UDFCD Committee

Report

Mr. Cronin stated the Urban Drainage and Flood Control District (UDFCD)committee met with the
County and City to discuss the possibility of joining the UDFCD. The Executive Director reported
staff from the City had concerns that funds would be used for other projects and not here locally.
Director Sigg believed the City and County were very supportive of a local urban drainage group
that would provide long-term maintenance on St. Vrain and Left Hand Creeks. Ms. Sigg suggested a
District mission could be heading up an Urban Drainage Group where projects could be funded by
increasing the District's mill levy. President Yanchunas agreed the City was very supportive of the
concept of a local urban drainage group and believes this project would be a good fit for the District.
A brief discussion ensued on an Urban Drainage group and whose responsibility it is to maintain
the creeks. It was the consensus of the Board that the UDFCD committee continues to have
discussions and report back to the Board. Mr. Cronin reported staff is in the process of setting up
another UDFCDmeeting with the City, County, and the Town of Lyons.
E.

St. Vrain Creek Coalition

Status Report

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that grant money is available to the St. Vrain and Left Hand Creek
Coalitions and the deadline to submit applications for planning and staffing grants are due this
month. The St. Vrain Creek Coalition is meeting this week to discuss the representation of the
future Coalition and who would be the fiscal agent.
The Executive Director noted the City and County expressed interest in the District being the fiscal
agent. Director Lyle believed there is a need to get something done soon and feels the District
would be a good fit. President Yanchunas expressed concerns that if the District were to be the
fiscal agent, there would be additional costs to the District; therefore needing financial assistance
from other sources.
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Vice President Patterson stated he met with the Department of Local Affairs long-term recovery
planner and learned there is additional funding for the fiscal agent staff through the
capacity/program assistance grants.
Mr. Cronin anticipates there would be legal obligations of the fiscal agent and had concerns that
there are still many unanswered questions that may not get resolved by the end of the month.
Director D. Rademacher voiced he is not in favor of the District being the fiscal agent due to limited
District funds. A discussion ensued on the District and other entities being the fiscal agent. The
Board was in consensus that it needs to learn more details, responsibilities and legal liabilities
before it makes a commitment.
F.

Left Hand Creek Coalition Status Report

The Executive Director learned Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group (LWOG)was going to extend
their Board of Directors to 13 seats, and expressed interest in the District obtaining a seat on their
Board. Mr. Cronin believes this could be a good opportunity to represent the agricultural
community. Director Smith verified LWOG was in the process of amending its bylaws to add
additional members for their Board, and stated it would be asking Board members/entities to
contribute funds to help offset the additional administrative set up costs. Director Smith believes
Mr. Cronin would be a great addition since he already attends meetings and provides valuable
expertise, insight, and credibility. Treasurer Rademacher thinks a seat on LWOGwould give the
District exposure for any future District projects. A few directors expressed concern of costs to the
District, and Mr. Cronin confirmed there is money budgeted for this type of purpose, and falls under
the District's mission. The Board agreed that a letter be drafted to LWOGrequesting a District seat
on the LWOGBoard.
G.

Finance Committee Report

The Executive Director reported the Finance Committee met in December and discussed audit costs
and the necessity of hiring two separate firms for auditing and accounting. At the suggestion of the
committee, Mr. Cronin met with a local accounting firm and received an audit proposal similar to
the current one. After a discussion of the finance committee, it was concluded to use the local firm
for accounting needs and the District's current auditing firm for this year. The District will then
reassess and get bids for other accounting firms next year. Mr. Cronin asked the Board if it would
like to hear future bids of accounting firms, and Mr. Smith and Ms. Sigg stated they would rather the
finance committee to make that decision. It was in consensus to allow the finance committee to
make that decision.
H.

Personnel

Committee Report

President Yanchunas stated the Personnel Committee met and approved a water leader training
opportunity for Mr. Cronin. Mr. Cronin stated the program is presented by the Colorado
Foundation for Water Education and includes four two-day sessions throughout Colorado. The
Board agreed to pay for any additional expenses not covered by the cost of the program. Mr. Cronin
believes this training is very timely and will be beneficial when working with the St. Vrain and Left
Hand Creek Coalitions.
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V.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Directors Report

Mr. Cronin announced there is a Watershed Summit on January 21 to be held at the Plaza
Convention Center. Per Board direction, the Executive Director has had communications with the
Division Engineer about illegal water use in District 5 and information can be found in packet.
B.

Items from the Board President or Public

President Yanchunas asked if there were any items from the Board. Treasurer Rademacher stated
he would like to revisit the rules of the City of Longmont C-BTwater rental list and suggested going
to a lottery system instead of first come first serve.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Board of Directors, Secretary Haselbush made a motion to adjourn and D. Rademacher seconded.
The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Attendees:
None

