St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501
May 11, 2015
I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call

,

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Treasurer Mike Rademacher, Secretary Bill
Haselbush, Directors Doug Lyle, Doug Rademacher, Verna Sigg, Chris Smith, and Ron Sutherland.
Vice President Patterson arrived at 1:10 pm.
Staff members and consultants present: Executive Director Sean Cronin, Administrative Assistant
Terry Lance, Legal Counsel Scott Holwick, and Engineering Principle Mark McLean.
B.

Call to Order

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda

President Yanchunas asked for any additions or amendments to the agenda, and Mr. Cronin added
Report item: Lower South Platte Water Conservancy District event. The tour of Lake 4 was
cancelled due to inclement weather.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes as
presented and there were none. A motion to approve the April minutes was made by Director D.
Rademacher and seconded by Secretary Haselbush. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A. Motion: Financial Report

The Assistant Treasurer directed the Board to the financial reports in the packet and reviewed the
District's bank account balances, and significant revenue and expense items. Ms. Lance reviewed a
memo from Clausen & Associates that described adjustments made to the District assets. A motion
to approve the financial reports was made by Treasurer Rademacher and seconded by Director
Sigg. The motion passed unanimously.

B. Motion: Closing the 2014 Books - Approval of Annual Report
Ms. Lance notified the Director's that staff would begin presenting an annual financial report to the
Board and stated the financial books were officially closed for year 2014. The Assistant Treasurer
reported all financial entries for the year had been recorded, adjusting journal entries were
completed and a password had been created to secure last year's books in Quick Books. A motion
to approve the annual report and closing of the 2014 books was made by Director Smith and
seconded by Treasurer Rademacher. The motion passed unanimously.
IV.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

A.

,

Water Commissioner's Report

Ms. Sumerford reported there was free river on the main stem and St. Vrain River. The flows at
Lyon's gauge read 661 cfs., but could be inaccurate due to gauge instability. The Water
Commissioner stated she has been in discussions about possibly moving that station to a more
secure area. Ms. Sumerford reported reservoirs were 85.5% full the end of April. Snowpack basin
readings included: Upper Colorado - 81%, South Platte -106%, and St. Vrain - 158%. With the most
recent rains, Ms. Sumerford reported there were no reservoir breaches, but stated high flows did
cause some road closures east of 1-25. A discussion ensued on gauge readings for Left Hand Creek.
B.

Legal Report

Mr. Holwick reported there were two applications of interest within the basin for the March
resume. Counsel recommended not filing a statement of opposition for the City of Longmont's
diligence application for Button Rock Reservoir. The second applicant was seeking a conditional
water storage right for Steward Lake. After a brief discussion, Vice President Patterson made a
motion to authorize Counsel to investigate applicants' claim and file a statement of opposition if
necessary. The motion was seconded by Director Lyle and passed unanimously.
Mr. Holwick had begun preparation on the senior water right diligence application for Lake No.4
that was to be filed the end of May. Mr. Holwick stated Boulder County (County) wasn't interested
in pursuing this application, therefore wouldn't be participating. Treasurer Rademacher made a
motion to authorize Counsel to file the diligence application by May 31, and was seconded by Vice
President Patterson. The motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Holwick updated the Board on the Town of Ward's case for seeking an augmentation plan and
reported the Court approved the subsequent extension of their expert disclosures deadline to May
24. After disclosures have been filed, counsel would update the Board.
Counsel filed the Substitute Water Supply Plan, reported no comments had been filed, and was
waiting for a response from the State.
Mr. Holwick reminded the Board that the District will need to file an application to show diligence
for the Coffintop diligence water rights before August 2017. During the next two years, Vice
President Patterson suggested the Board give some consideration for a study to evaluate
alternatives to the water rights. Mr. Holwick and Mr. Cronin believe there would be some value in
forming a committee to further study opportunities for those water rights.

C.

Engineering Report

Mr. McLean reported the May stream-flow forecast for the South Platte basin was the best in the
state. The St. Vrain basin stream-flow forecast for May-September was average and included the
most recent snowpack, but not the latest rains. Mr. McLean provided an additional engineering
report in the Lake 4 Repair Update below.
D.

Lake 4 Repair Update

,

Mr. Cronin reviewed the Intergovernmental Agreements between the District and County and
reminded the Board of what projects were FEMA eligible for Lake No.4. Mr. Cronin stated the
District won't be pursuing the second round of Community Development Block Grants (CDBG),as
those are only available for completed projects, but stated the District may be eligible for a CDBG
grant in round three to help with costs not covered by the State or FEMA.
The Executive Director gave a Power Point presentation displaying the inlet, pipeline, and outlet
structure of Lake No.4 and described the South Branch water flow process. An aerial photo was
shown marking the three different options/locations for the rebuilding or replacing the pipeline
and described costs associated. Option 1 would cost about $1.9M for a complete replacement while
Option 2 would be a rehabilitation of the existing pipeline for $1.8 M, assuming certain aspects
were functioning. Option 3 included a new elevated outlet structure that would have pumped
releases from West Lake and A-frame Lake and would require an accounting system for those
releases; this would be a cost of $830,000. Mr. Cronin and County staff are scheduled to meet with
the Division of Water Resources and Dam Safety to discuss these options or other alternatives.
Mr. McLean reported that Deere & Ault provided some operational parameters for Engineering
Analytics (EA) to consider, costs associated in a pumping scenario, and described another
alternative to option 3 that involved a new outlet to extend to the creek. A discussion ensued on the
total cost of repair to Lake No.4 and what the individual needs were for the District and the County.
A discussion ensued on the accounting, flows and pumping logistics of the third option.
Mr. Cronin presented a 15 year projection of augmentation fees that would be needed to repay the
Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)loan. The table included the 2015 Budget and Options
1-3 repair costs. The Executive Director stated even with the augmentation fee increases, the cost
per acre-foot of water would still be within the market prices. A discussion ensued on the various
options and costs associated. The Board and Mr. McLean believe that conversations with dam
safety were necessary before expending more funds on the investigation of the outlet structure. A
discussion ensued with the Board in agreement to pursue conversations with dam safety and report
back to the Board.
E.

Coalition Updates

Mr. Cronin reported the St. Vrain Creek Coalition increased their Board of Directors from 11 to 13
members, nine who were voted in by the advisory council and represent private property owners,
and four from local units of government. Mr. Cronin announced the next Advisory Council and
Board meeting was scheduled for May 13.

The Executive Director stated the Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group (LWOG)would be making
an offer to fill the coordinator position after the grant was under contract, possibly in June. The
coordinator's responsibility would include meeting with private property owners to identify needs
as well as flood recovery efforts. Director Smith stated LWOGsubmitted six applications for the
CDBG-DR implementation grants for the Left Hand Watershed and was awaiting the results.
Director Lyle believes it would be valuable for the State to revisit the river and meet residents who
sustained damage from recent storm activity.
John Brown, a non-voting member of LWOG,would like the Board to consid~ funding a Lower Left
Hand Watershed group to champion private ownership interests. Mr. Brown relayed concerns of
residents along Left Hand Creek that have suffered great losses, and fear more damage would occur
from the recent storms. He stated that although there was a great force of people, great
capitalization, great intent, the private property owners lack a coordinator that has a level of trust.
A conversation ensued on the purpose of another watershed group ..
Director Smith commented that having another watershed group wouldn't generate any more
funding and believes that LWOG was already serving the property owners along the creek.
Director Smith reviewed the coordinators education/experience and believes all these concerns
would be addressed, but a certain amount of patience and trust was needed until then.
Mr. Cronin hopes the 10 year outlook would contain some type of authority in place that would
focus on maintenance, education, etc. President Yanchunas believes it would be beneficial to
continue communicating with the private land owners to get them involved and thanked Mr. Brown
for bringing this issue to the Board.
F.

Update to Potential 2016 Ballot Question

Mr. Cronin and Mr. Holwick met with election staff from Boulder, Weld and Larimer Counties in
April and discovered the election process would be more complex than originally anticipated. The
Executive Director gave a summary of what an election process would entail and added the District
would be responsible for reviewing and certifying the voter registration database for each County
at a cost to the District.
Mr. Holwick stated that Title 37 State language conflicts with recently passed voter language,
therefore, to resolve that issue would require new state legislation. Counsel stated the County was
uncomfortable with moving forward with an election until Title 37 was cleaned up. Mr. Holwick
reported that Central Water Conservancy District recently went through the election process
successfully. After a discussion, it was determined that this would be a difficult process for the
District to complete by the 2016 election. The Board of Directors instructed Mr. Holwick to
investigate the Title 37 language and get some insight to the Central Water Conservancy District's
election process.
V.

REPORTS
A.

Items from the Board President or Public

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any comments from the Board and there were none.

B.

CWCBLower South Platte Water Conservancy District Event

Mr. Cronin invited the Board to a reception for the Colorado Water Conservation Board hosted by
the Lower South Platte Water Conservancy District on May 20-21 in Sterling.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the St. Vrain and Left Hand Wate~ Conservancy District
Board of Directors, Secretary Haselbush made a motion to adjourn and Director D. Rademacher
seconded. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 3:23 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Attendees:
John Brown
Ken Huson
Shera Sumerford

Left Hand Creek Resident
City of Longmont
District 5 Water Commissioner

