St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501 .
September 14, 2015
I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call

,

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Glenn Patterson, Secretary
Bill Haselbush, Treasurer Mike Rademacher, Directors Doug Lyle, Doug Rademacher, Verna Sigg,
and Ron Sutherland. Director Chris Smith arrived at 1:10 pm.
Staff Members and Consultants present: Executive Director Sean Cronin, Office Manager Terry
Lance, Legal Counsel Scott Holwick, and Engineering Principle Mark McLean.
B.

Callto Order

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda

President Yanchunas asked for any additions or amendments to the agenda. Mr. Cronin added
Discussion Item "Highland Ditch Company Letter" to the agenda.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes as
presented and there were none. A motion to approve the August minutes was made by Director D.
Rademacher and seconded by Secretary Haselbush. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A. Motion: General Liability and Insurance Renewal

Ms. Hix from F & W Insurance was introduced to present the annual Insurance Summary of
Renewal Coverage and Premiums. Ms. Hix reviewed the package Liability Policies and Premiums,
Monoline Policies, and General and Excess Liability Coverage for Copeland Lake and Lake No.4.
Questions or comments were then asked of staff and the Board. A motion to renew the annual
Insurance Policies for year 2015-2016 was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director D.
Rademacher.
B. Motion: Approval of De-Bruce Resolution
Mr. Cronin reminded the Directors of previous Board discussions on De-Brucing and recommended
the Board approve a Resolution that authorizes the District to pursue a De-Bruce ballot question in
the 2016 election.

Vice President Patterson noted two corrections on the Resolution and Mr. Holwick stated he will
research, revise, and submit a corrected copy to be Signed. Director Smith made a motion to
approve the Resolution with those modifications as discussed and Vice .President Patterson
seconded. The motion was approved unanimously.
C. Motion: Financial Report
Prior to the financial report, President Yanchunas notified the Board that the September Board
packet format was modified in hopes of simplifying and asked the Board, for any questions or
comments. With no concerns, Ms. Lance reported that the General Fund had no significant
revenues or expenditures for the month of August. The Assistant Treasurer notified the Board the
District received a second cash advance of $100,000.00 from the State of Colorado to be used for
the Lake 4 repairs. Director Sigg shared her concerns about the financial outlook of the District and
a discussion ensued on the General and Enterprise Fund revenues. President Yanchunas suggested
having two separate motions for the General and Enterprise Budget reports for future Board
meetings. A motion was made to approve the financial reports by Secretary Haselbush and
seconded by Treasurer M.Rademacher. The motion was passed unanimously.
D. Legal Report
Mr. Holwick reported there were no applications of interest within District 5 in the July resume.
Counsel filed the Lake 4 diligence application for a senior right with no opposers. A proposed
decree will be filed with the Referee next week with an expected ruling the end of October. The
Town of Ward seeks approval of an augmentation plan for the Ward Ditch and Pipeline and the case
continues to move toward a November 30 trial. A discussion ensued on this case and possible
rebuttal disclosures may be necessary. Mr. Holwick reported the new owners of the Stewards
property would be proposing a decree next week and expects to be completed with this case in the
coming months. Pursuant to the August Board meeting, the District and Boulder County entered
into an amended Intergovernmental Agreement ("IGA"). Mr. Holwick and Mr. Cronin are in
conversations with the Colorado Water Conservation Board to revise the terms of the loan contract
and counsel hopes to provide a draft to the Board at the October Board meeting. Firestone Urban
Renewal Authority requested the District review and approve a second Cooperation Agreement for
the Central Firestone area. Mr. Holwick reviewed the Agreement and recommended the District
approve and sign the IGA. Director Smith made a motion to approve and sign the IGA and Vice
President Patterson seconded. The motion passed with Treasurer M. Rademacher, Director D.
Rademacher and Director Siggvoting against.
IV.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
A.

Water Commissioner's Report

Ms. Sumerford reported there was 31.8 cfs. at the Lyon's gauge. The call on the South Platte was the
Peterson Ditch; December 31, 1989, Admin. #51134. The call on the St. Vrain was the Oligarchy
Bypass to the South Flat; June 1, 1866, Admin. #5996. The reservoirs were 74.4% full at the end of
August. The Water Commissioner continues to work on evaluating the correct water decreed for
ditches and update her records.

B.

Engineering Report

Mr. McLean stated he has been involved in the Town of Ward case. He continues to work on the
Lake 4 outlet pipeline investigation and reported the placement of lines was located except for one
area that may need to be excavated in order access the remaining line. Once that was located, a
video camera would show if that segment was open, blocked or leaking.
'

.

C.

Urban Drainage and Flood Control Committee

,

President Yanchunas reported the Urban Drainage and Flood Control Committee met in September
to discuss an urban drainage and flood control project. Director Lyle believes the District should
have some type of involvement regarding long term flood control with safety being a high priority.
One of the proposals discussed was hiring additional staff to handle added responsibilities and a
discussion ensued on ways the District could fund that. Director Smith believes the Board should
define what projects it wants to move forward with first, and then look at funding an additional
staff person. Mr. Cronin stated the Board has defined many different projects in the past, but with
limited staff, it's tough to accomplish.
President Yanchunas asked the Board to individually state their objectives and goals for the District.
Director's comments consisted of: supporting early warning monitoring, supporting other
organizations in their efforts, defining District projects, pursue flood control, and then requested a
staffing plan from Mr. Cronin. Director D. Rademacher believes many of those issues are the
responsibility of the City of Longmont, Boulder County, Army Corp., and the Office of Emergency
Management.
Mr. Cronin informed the Board that he, the County, and the City of Longmont would meet with OEM
in a few weeks to discuss the partnership between UDFCDand OEM and how to support that. A
discussion ensued with the Board authorizing Mr. Cronin to develop a staffing plan.
D.

Proposed C-BTRental Rule Change

Mr. Cronin reminded the Directors of a previous Board discussion to change the rules of C-BTwater
rental from a first come-first serve to a lottery system. At that time, members of the Board believed
this would help avoid confusion on when to call and be a more equitable system. As this time of
year is approaching, Mr. Cronin recommended moving to a lottery system. It was suggested that
the District would take requests beginning at midnight on January 1 through January 10 at Spm.,
with the remaining C-BT rental rules still applicable. The Board was in consensus to authorize Mr.
Cronin to bring back an amendment to the C-BT rental rules that would change from a first comefirst serve basis to a lottery system.
E.

Coalitions Update

Mr. Cronin reported that Natural Resources Conservation Services field teams toured Left Hand
Creek and completed their field assessments for qualification of Emergency Watershed Protection
grants. St. Vrain Creek was scheduled to have its field assessment completed in the coming week.
St. Vrain Creek Coalition interviewed a staff assistant and would make an offer soon.

F.

Highland Ditch Company Letter

The Executive Director passed out a letter from Highland Ditch Company requesting the District
complete a questionnaire regarding St. Vrain Creek. Due to the evolution of water rights over the
years and impacts to those ditch systems, Mr. Cronin and Mr. Gonzalez concluded that it may be
beneficial for the District and Ditch Companies to share in the cost of hiring an attorney. Mr. Cronin
believed the questionnaire was an appropriate role for the District, would be within our mission,
and would help educate the Highland Ditch Company. Treasurer M. Rademacher added that
Highland Ditch was feeling the results of decrees that have been moved and that this questionnaire
would help them in looking for a future solution. President Yanchunas encouraged the Board to
review the letter and provide comments for Octobers Board meeting.
V.

REPORTS

A.

Items from the Board President or Public

President Yanchunas stated more future conversations are needed on how to maintain the
augmentation program and asked the Directors to give it some thought. President Yanchunas then
reviewed an interesting Supreme Court case in the San Luis Valley.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Board of Directors, Secretary Haselbush made a motion to adjourn and Director D. Rademacher
seconded. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Terry Lance,

Additional Attendees:
Shera Sumerford, District 5 Water Commissioner
Lauren Hix,Insurance Associates

