St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501
January 11, 2016

I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call

Board members present: Vice President Glenn Patterson, Secretary Bill Haselbush, Treasurer Mike
Rademacher, Directors Doug Lyle, Doug Rademacher, Verna Sigg,Chris Smith, and Ron Sutherland.
Staff members and Consultants present: Executive Director Sean Cronin, Office Manager Terry
Lance, and Legal Counsel Scott Holwick.
B.

Call to Order

Vice President Patterson called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda

Vice President Patterson asked for any additions or amendments to the agenda and there were
none.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes

Vice President Patterson asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes as
presented and there were none. A motion to approve the December minutes was made by Director
D. Rademacher and seconded by Secretary Haselbush. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report

Ms. Lance reported the Finance Committee met in January to review and approve the 2015 fourth
quarter finance reports. The Assistant Treasurer informed the Board that the District purchased a
prototype tool to assist the Water Commissioner in administration of the river. Following Mr.
Cronin's explanation of the tool, a brief discussion ensued on who could benefit from the tool and
how it could be funded. Director Sigg believed it's in the District's mission to support the program.
Vice President Patterson asked for questions or comments regarding the General Fund financial
reports and Director Smith pointed out the General and Enterprise fund financial memos reads
"2016 revenues" and should have been "2015". Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to
approve the December financial reports and Director D. Rademacher seconded. The motion passed
unanimously.

B.

Motion: Enterprise Fund Finance Report

Ms. Lance reported the District received a FEMA reimbursement of $51,344.00 from Boulder
County for engineering services the District paid for Lake No.4. With no questions or comments
regarding the Enterprise Fund Finance Report, Director D. Rademacher made a motion to approve
the Enterprise Fund finance report. Secretary Haselbush seconded and the motion passed
unanimously.
C.

Motion: Temporary Chairman and Election of Officers

Director Smith volunteered to serve as Temporary Chairman. Vice President Patterson asked
current officers if they wanted to step down from their current position and asked for nominations
from the Board. With no response from the Directors, Temporary Chairman Smith made a motion
to retain the current officers of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer,
and Assistant Secretary. Secretary Haselbush seconded and the motion passed.
D.

Motion Committee Appointments

Vice President Patterson directed the Board to a packet memo that detailed Committee
backgrounds and listed current committee members. After a brief discussion, it was determined
the current Budget Committee members that included Treasurer M. Rademacher, Director
Sutherland, and Director Smith would remain on the committee. Director D. Rademacher made a
motion to retain the current members of the Budget Committee. Director Sigg seconded and the
motion passed unanimously.
Following a brief conversation, it was decided the Personnel Committee would retain its current
members of President Yanchunas, Director Lyle and Vice President Patterson.
Director D.
Rademacher added he would like to serve on this committee as well. A motion was made by
Director Sigg to retain the current members of the Personnel Committee and add Director D.
Rademacher. The motion was seconded by Director Smith and the motion passed unanimously.
Current members of the Finance Committee stated they would prefer to stay on the committee.
Director Sigg added she was interested in serving on the committee as well. Director D.
Rademacher made a motion to retain President Yanchunas, Treasurer M. Rademacher, himself, and
add Director Sigg to the Finance Committee. Director Lyle seconded and the motion passed
unanimously.
E.

Motion: Designate Location of Public Notice

Director D. Rademacher made a motion to continue using the entrance of the Natural Resources
Building as the designated public place for notice of a regular meeting. Treasurer M. Rademacher
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
F.

Motion: Vacation Carryover

Vice President Patterson directed the Board to an Executive Summary that included a
recommendation from Mr. Cronin to allow staff to carryover vacation from 2015. Director Lyle
voiced concerns about this topic setting precedence or a policy change. Director Smith stated the
Personnel Guidance Policy allows for a certain amount of carryover and if exceeded, it would be at
the Boards discretion and not a policy change.

After a brief discussion, Director Smith made a motion to allow vacation carryover for the 2015
accrued vacation as stated in the memo. Director D. Rademacher seconded and the motion passed.
Mr. Holwick suggested the Personnel Committee could revisit the policy if it looked like this would
be a reoccurring situation.
G.

Motion: Resolution 2016-01

Mr. Cronin announced Left Hand Ditch Company will celebrate its 150 Anniversary on February 6.
To help mark this significant occasion, Mr. Cronin reached out to Justice Hobbs, who will give a
speech, and Senator Gardner's office, which will provide a proclamation. Northern Water will
provide a Resolution and Bob Crifasi will give a history on the Ditch Company. Mr. Cronin will also
speak at the event and present a Resolution on behalf of the District to recognize the momentous
occasion. Mr. Richard Behrmann who was elected President in 1973 is also retiring from the Left
Hand Ditch Board after 44 years of service. Director Smith made a motion to approve Resolution
2016-01 and was seconded by Director Lyle. The motion passed unanimously.
IV.

DISCUSSION
ITEMS
A.

Water Commissioners Report

In the absence of the Water Commissioner, Mr. Cronin read Ms. Sumerford's report. There were no
calls on the Main Stem or the St. Vrain. At 8 a.m. there was roughly 20.40 cfs at the Lyon's gauge,S
cfs running into Pleasant Valley, and 10-15 cfs at Foothills. Reservoirs at the end of December were
71.12%. Snowpack: Upper Colorado - 101%, South Platte - 107%, and St. Vrain - 106%.
B.

Legal Report

Mr. Holwick reported there were no applications of interest within District 5 in the November
resume. Counsel stated the Referee entered his Ruling for the Lake 4 diligence senior right in
December and the judge had entered a final ruling. Mr. Holwick informed the Board the District has
four conditional water rights: Lake No.4 Senior Right, Lake No.4 Junior Right, Augmentation Plan,
and Coffintop. Counsel reminded the Board that the deadline to show diligence for Coffintop water
rights is August 31, 2017. Mr. Cronin added Coffintop would be an area of focus this year and
workshop sessions would be planned for Board discussions. Mr. Holwick then gave an update on
Weld County 1041 proposed regulations.
V.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Director's Report

Mr. Cronin stated the Colorado Water Conservation Board ("CWCB")presented the final Colorado's
Water Plan ("CWP") to Governor Hickenlooper and directed the Board to highlights and an
Executive Summary in the packet. The Executive Director reported there is a large portion of the
water community who are enthusiastic and optimistic about what the plan will provide,
particularly in terms of getting projects permitted. An 8 minute video highlighting portions of CWP
was then shown to the Board.

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that basin round tables spent 10 years working on the plan, and
Governor Hickenlooper placed the Executive Order to develop the CWP in 2013. The Executive
Director added that the basin roundtables and the CWCBwill start the process of implementing the
plan over the next few years. Mr. Cronin continues to participate on the South Platte Basin Round
Table and believed the South Platte Basin was a large part of the entire plan as that is where most of
Colorado's population resides, where the economy is and where the growth is. A discussion ensued
on South Platte, recharge sites, aquifers, growth, and storage.
Per Board direction, Mr. Cronin stated the District would be offering a half scholarship or $1,500, to
the Colorado Foundation for Water Education's Water Leader's Program. The scholarship is
available to anyone who works or lives within the South Platte basin. The Executive Director
reported that several people had applied or were interested in applying. If accepted into the
program, the District would contribute to offset the tuition cost. Mr. Cronin notified the Board that
Pat Brand had graciously granted the District permission to name the scholarship after Bob Brand.
Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that Highland Ditch sent the District a questionnaire to complete in
regards to the St. Vrain River and directed the Board to his response that was sent to Highland
Ditch.
The Executive Director attended the Left Hand Ditch auction for the purpose of bidding on 16
shares up to a limit the directors set; unfortunately the shares sold for a higher price and weren't
obtained. Director Smith added those shares had been forfeited and were purchased for $4,200 $4,700 a share.
Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that the District changed to a lottery system for water rental of
Colorado Big-Thompson ("C-BT") water. The Executive Director announced the lottery closed on
January 10 and next provided the Board with the latest statistics. The lottery will only take place if
the City of Longmont decides to rent its C-BTwater.
Mr. Cronin stated the St. Vrain Creek Coalition ("SVCC")had submitted to be a 501(C)3. The
Executive Director announced that the SVCCcoordinator had resigned and the position would be
re-advertised and remain open until filled. The Left Hand Creek Watershed Oversight Group had a
special Board meeting the first week in January to prioritize projects for another round of grants
and those would be submitted soon. Vice President Patterson added the next Board meeting was
scheduled for January 19.
B.

Items from the Board Vice President or Public

Vice President Patterson asked for items from the Board. Director Rademacher introduced Garrett
Yarra, co-owner ofVarra Companies, Inc., to speak about what his company does. Mr. Yarra serves
on the South Platte Basin Round Table and on the Board of Directors for three different ditch
companies in the area. Mr. Yarra understood the District received damage from the flood and
offered his services in the Lake No.4 recovery. Mr. Yarra demonstrated how a pond could be lined
with different materials and a conversation ensued. The Board thanked Mr. Yarra for attending the
Board meeting.
Treasurer M. Rademacher invited the Board to attend a snow survey on Longs Peak hosted by
Natural Resources Conservation Services to be held on January 20.

C.

Plus Delta

Director Lyle preferred shorter Board meetings. Treasurer M. Rademacher and Director Smith
stated they like receiving the Board packet via email.Mr. Holwick suggested the public be given the
opportunity to speak at the beginning of the Board meetings instead of the end.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Board of Directors, a motion to adjourn was made by Secretary Haselbush and seconded by Director
D.Rademacher. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Glenn Patterson, Vice President

.",

Additional

Attendees:

Garrett Varra - Varra Companies Inc.

