St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
October 10, 2016

I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Glenn Patterson, Secretary
Bill Haselbush, Director Chris Smith and Director Ron Sutherland. Director Verna Sigg arrived at
1:05 pm. Treasurer Mike Rademacher, Director Doug Rademacher arid Director Doug Lyle were
absent.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director via conference call; Terry
Lance, Office Manager; and Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel.
B.

Call to Order

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda

President Yanchunas asked for any amendments or additions to the agenda and there were none.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes and there
were none. Director Smith made a motion to approve the September meeting minutes and Vice
President Patterson seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report

Ms. Lance reported the District received a $500 donation from the Longmont Conservation District
for the purpose of using it for educational activities. The Assistant Treasurer then highlighted the
more significant expenses for September. With no questions from the Board, Director Smith made a
motion to approve the General Fund financial report. Secretary Haselbush seconded and the
motion passed unanimously.

B.

Motion: Enterprise Fund Finance Report

Ms. Lance noted the District received a $500 application fee for membership into the augmentation
program making that a total of two applications received for 2017. Ms. Lance highlighted the
significant engineering and legal expenses that were related to the 2016 annual report amendment.
Vice President Patterson made a motion to approve the September financial report for the
Enterprise Fund. Director Sigg seconded and the motion passed unanimously
C.

Motion: Health Insurance Policy Renewal

Mr. Cronin reviewed the 2017 CEBTHealth Insurance Policy renewal that included a 3% increase
and directed the Board to a table that listed premium costs the District paid in prior years. The
Executive Director stated the Personnel Committee had met and recommended to the Budget
Committee that the District continue to pay 100% of premium costs for employees and family in
2017. After a brief discussion, Director Sutherland made a motion to renew the CEBT Health
Insurance Policy for 2017 and the District pay 100% of premiums. Vice President Patterson
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
D.

Motion: Lake No.4 Pipeline Rehabilitation - Scope of Work

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that the District was the project lead for the Lake No.4 pipeline
rehabilitation and had approved sole-sourcing the engineering and project management to Deere &
Ault. Ms. Lance then distributed Deere & Ault's preliminary scope of work and cost analysis for the
outlet works pipeline rehabilitation. In the absence of Mr. McLean, the Executive Director reviewed
the estimated construction costs that totaled $908,000 with $298,750 that would be reimbursable
by Boulder County. Director Smith made a motion to move forward with Deere & Ault's design and
construction services. Director Sigg seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Director
Sutherland inquired about funding for the project and Mr. Cronin responded the District was
actively pursuing a Colorado Water Conservation Board ("CWCB") construction loan for the
pipeline project. The Executive Director also added that Deere & Ault had been instrumental in
securing a $5,000 grant for the Lake No.4 feasibility study that was required for the loan.
IV.

DISCUSSIONITEMS
A.

2017 Budget Proposal

Mr. Cronin reviewed the General Fund draft budget and highlighted significant expenses and
transfers for 2017; these included funds for a strategic plan, a significant transfer to the Water
Rights fund and payments to Boulder, Larimer, and Weld Counties for the ballot initiative. The
Budget Officer stated funds were also earmarked for the South Platte Basins' reuse project in the
metro area. Mr. Cronin, who has participated on the South Platte Basin's Regional Cooperation
Committee for the last year, stated its objective is to look at opportunities to improve the South
Platte River and would share information to the Board as it becomes available.
The Executive Director did not provide any level of detail yet for the Enterprise Fund budget, but
would provide more specifics after meeting with Mr. McLean concerning Lake No.4 engineering
services, CWCBabout the Lake No.4 repair loans, and the augmentation membership committee
regarding the renewal fee structure for 2017.

B.

Issue 4A - Update

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that action was taken to put Issue 4A on the ballot August 29 and
funds were approved to hire Strategies360 for consulting and professional services. The remaining
funds were earmarked for the development of a new website design. Mr. Cronin then detailed post
August 29 costs that included outsourcing Deere & Ault and Lyons Gaddis law firm to certify
mailing addresses for all voters within the District and legal work done for TABOR notices that
were required of the District. Mr. Cronin also stated the total costs owed to Boulder, Larimer, and
Weld Counties in 2017 would be approximately $43,000; making the District's portion of election
costs at approximately $88,300. A discussion ensued on Issue 4A and what the election results
would mean to the District. President Yanchunas reaffirmed that it would take a few years for the
District to recover costs, but would be beneficial long term.
C.

Water Commissioners Report

In the absence the Water Commissioner, President Yanchunas read Ms. Sumerford's report. The
call on the Main Stem was the Riverside Canal bypass to the North Sterling Canal - Admin.
#31423.29219 (01/13/1936).
The call on the St. Vrain was the Longmont Supply bypass to the
Hagers Meadow - Admin. #5600 (05/01/1865). At 8:00 am, the flows at Lyons Gauge read 25.5 cfs
and reservoirs at the end of September were 65.3% full.
D.

Engineering Report

No Engineering Report
E.

Legal Report

Mr. Holwick worked in collaboration with the District, as well as District 6, and Left Hand Ditch
Company to modify and help craft the Boulder County proposed general flood plain development
permit. Counsel stated the modifications would benefit ditch companies who perform regular
maintenance/repair work and would also clearly define what you can and can't do in the floodplain.
New floodplain maps would also be designed to correspond with the new regulations. The Board
was then directed to the proposed regulation revisions and proposed general flood plain
development permit in the appendices. Mr. Holwick reported the proposed regulation revisions
were adopted by the County Commissioners on September 28th and the proposed general flood
plain development permit would be adopted by the County Commissioners on October 31.
Mr. Holwick stated the County was also re-drafting its storm drainage criteria manual to include
updates post flood. Counsel's firm, Mr. Cronin, and Mr. McLean have reviewed the manual and
would be submitting comments. A public hearing, a follow-up meeting, and presentation to the
Commissioners would follow.
Mr. Holwick reminded the Board that after the 2013 flood, Mr. Cronin traveled to Washington, DCto
testify before the Congressional Committee about rules regarding the way mutual ditch companies
can expend money or can take in revenue without tax consequence. Mr. Cronin had written a letter
in 2014 that referenced support of an act that would allow ditch companies to bring in different
kinds of revenue without being taxed. Mr. Holwick would like to send that letter to Congressman
Polis for support of a similar act, "The Water Act". The board was in agreement that Mr. Cronin's
letter should be sent to Congressman Polis.

V.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Directors Report

Mr. Cronin directed the Board to the memo in the packet and reported that the augmentation
program terminations were reported to the State and received notification it would investigate as
time allows.
B.

Items from the Board

President Yanchunas encouraged the Board to attend Northern's Fall Water Users Meeting on
November 9 at the Western Plaza Convention Center in Longmont.
C.

Plus Delta

Mr. Haselbush had previously notified the Board that he would not be renewing his term. Because
this was his last Board meeting, Mr. Cronin and the Board thanked Director Haselbush for his
dedication and contribution as Board member for the last 8 years. A motion to adjourn was made
by Secretary Haselbush and Director Smith seconded. The motion passed unanimously and the
meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
None

