St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501
April 10, 2017

I.

ROUTINE ITEMS
A.

Roll Call - Terry Lance

Board members present:
President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Glenn Patterson, Treasurer
Mike Rademacher, Secretary Douglas Rademacher, Director Verna Sigg, Director Chris Smith and
Director Ron Sutherland. Director Reggie Golden arrived at 1:10 p.m.
Staff members and consultants
present: Sean Cronin, Executive
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark McLean, Engineer.

B.
President

Director;

Terry

Lance, Office

Call to Order - Dennis Yanchunas
Yanchunas

C.

called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.

Amendments

or Additions

to the Agenda - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked for any amendments
or additions to the agenda. Mr. Cronin stated a
new agenda was distributed that included reorganization
of some agenda items to accommodate
Mr. Holwick's schedule.
The Executive Director also noted that President Yanchunas would be
leading the "Board Priorities and District Focus" discussion.

D.

Introduction

II.

Introduction
Yanchunas

of

Guests

of guests was done throughout

and

Items

the meeting.

from

the

Public

-

Dennis

There were no items from the public.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board if there were any comments or questions regarding the
minutes or the updated Personnel Guidance Manual. As there were none, Director D. Rademacher
made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and Vice President Patterson seconded. The motion
passed unanimously.

III.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
A.

Lake 4 Reservoir
Wood

Mr. Cronin provided
•

Update - Sean Cronin, Mr. Laiho, and Mr. Atherton-

the following progress

updates

on Lake 4:

The District obtained a Community Development Block Grant ("CDBG") of $250,000 which
was confirmed by Boulder County ("County") that those funds could be applied towards
construction costs
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•
•
•
•

The Executive Director provided comments on the St. Vrain Creek "Reach" repair to the
consulting engineer
The District received the final draft of the debris removal design and is currently under
review by Deere & Ault and the County
The final draft of the reservoir construction design was also completed and under review by
Deere & Ault, the County, and the State of Colorado dam safety staff
The Land Use application was reviewed last week and the comments were submitted to the
County on April 10

A discussion ensued on the pre-liner test costs and liner testing standards. Mr. McLean confirmed
that the same testing standard would be applied after construction that was originally approved by
the State. The Executive Director introduced Mr. Laiho and Mr. Atherton-Wood from Boulder
County to give a progress report on Lake 4. Mr. Laiho gave the following updates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The timeline for the Lake 4 reconstruction project is scheduled to be completed June 2018
The dam design was submitted to the State engineer's office for review on March 30 in
which the State has 6 months to review
The reservoir design would go out for bids in June
Mr. Atherton-Wood was in the process of finalizing the land use application; a 6-8 week
process and does not anticipate any approval issues
The County is in conversations with Martin Marietta regarding the sediment removal
agreement
,_.
Mr. Atherton-Wood stated the County had requested one extension to FEMA and they
understand that as Lake 4 is a complex project that extensions are expected as long as
progress is demonstrated

On behalf of Mr. Lane, Director of Parks and Open Space, Mr. Laiho asked the Board what actions
the Board would take if the pre-liner test's outcome was inconclusive. The District's answer would
be needed before the County would make a decision on contributing towards pre-liner testing
costs. A discussion ensued on the liner test and Mr. McLean added that the cost to reconstruct a new
slurry wall liner was estimated at $630,000. With no further questions, President Yanchunas stated
the Board would go into Executive Session later to address Mr. Lane's question.
B.

Board Priorities

and District Focus - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas directed the Board to a summary of six District goals that resulted from the
2014 Board retreat and asked for feedback. Director Sigg asked if the Executive Director should
continue to have a leadership role in flood recovery and restoration. Mr. Cronin believed the
District could have a supportive role in flood recovery now since the Coalitions are up and running.
President Yanchunas concurred and stated this change would allow more time for Mr. Cronin to
focus on District priorities. A discussion ensued with the Board in consensus that the District
support the Coalitions and not have a leadership role.
Mr. Cronin recommended the Board revisit a Urban Drainage and Flood Control District project and
possibly bring to a closure at the next Board meeting.
President Yanchunas referenced item #6 - pursing "DeBrucing or a mill levy increase ..." and stated
the District has already DeBruced and didn't see a mill levy increase in its near future; therefore,
suggested that goal be deleted. After a discussion, the Board was in agreement to delete goal #6.
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The President read goal #5 - "maximize the use of current funding to support efforts and pursue
additional grant funding that is available for watershed restoration" and suggested modifying that
goal from "watershed restoration" projects to District projects; and change through "federal
government" to federal, state and private agencies.
C.

Legal Report - Scott Holwick

Mr. Holwick informed the Board that there was an application filed in the January resume by the
City of Longmont ("City") and the CEMEXcement plant for their conditional water storage right for
St. Vrain - Portland No.1 Reservoir. Counsel explained the right was originally claimed by the
District and CEMEX'spredecessor in interest, but was sold to the City via Bargain and Sale Deed in
2004. The District did not file a statement of opposition in that case; however, Mr. Holwick recently
learned that the Agreement has a "reverse" which means if the City decided they didn't want to
pursue that project, the District has a first right of refusal on any potential sale of their interest. Mr.
Holwick then gave a status update on some legislative items of interest.
D.

Water Commissioners Report - Shera Sumerford

Ms. Sumerford stated the call on the Main Stem was the Bijou Canal, 2/2/2000, and the call on the
St. Vrain was Sanborn Reservoir, 5/1/1890. At 8 a.m. there were 109 cfs at the Lyons gauge.
Reservoirs at end of March were 63.41% full. Snowpack averages included: Upper Colorado 104%; South Platte - 107%; and the St. Vrain -119%. The Water Commissioner announced that she
was requested by Crestview Estates residents to educate them on water administration and
notified the Board she would also be referencing the District's augmentation program.
E.

Engineering Report - Mark McLean

Engineer items regarding Lake 4 were previously discussed in the earlier update. Mr. McLean
added that with March's low precipitation and increased temperatures, the flows were higher than
normal this time of year. However, this area remains at a 110% stream flow forecast for the St
Vrain Creek this summer and remains one of best around.
IV.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - LAKE 4

President Yanchunas cited "the Executive Session is being held under citations 24-6-402(b) and 246-402( e) c.R.S.so that the Board may receive specific legal advice from the Board's legal counsel on
Lake No.4 options, and, if necessary, to determine positions relative to matters that are the subject
of negotiations, developing strategy therefor, and instructing negotiators accordingly". Director D.
Rademacher made a motion to go into Executive Session and Director Sigg seconded. The Board
unanimously voted to go into Executive Session.
Following the Executive Session, Treasurer M.Rademacher made a motion to come out of Executive
Session. Director D.Rademacher seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
V.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - COFFINTOP DILIGENCE

President Yanchunas stated 'The Executive Session is being held under citations 24-6-402(b) and
24-6-402( e) c.R.S.so that the Board may receive specific legal advice from the Board's legal counsel
on Lake No.4 options, and, if necessary, to determine positions relative to matters that are the
subject of negotiations, developing strategy therefor, and instructing negotiators accordingly".
Director D. Rademacher made a motion to go into Executive Session. Treasurer M. Rademacher
seconded and the Board voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session.
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After the Executive Session, Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to reconvene in open session
and was seconded by Director Smith. The motion passed unanimously.
VI.

ACTION ITEMS
A.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

In the interest of time, Ms. Lance asked the Board for any questions or comments regarding the
General Fund financial reports. President Yanchunas added that the Finance Committee met prior
to the Board meeting and reviewed first quarter documents. With no questions from the Board,
Director D. Rademacher made a motion to approve the General Fund financial report and Director
Sigg seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
B.

Motion: Enterprise

Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

President Yanchunas again asked the Board for any questions regarding the Enterprise Fund
financial reports. Director Smith made a motion to approve the Enterprise Fund financial report
and Director D. Rademacher seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
C.

Motion: Closing of 2016 Books - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin stated the full report was in the packet and asked the Board for any comments or
questions. The Executive Director added that the annual audit would be presented at the May
Board meeting. Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to approve closing ofthe 2016 books and
Director Sutherland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
VII.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Director's

Report - Sean Cronin

The Executive Director stated the Urban Drainage Committee met recently and a summary of that
meeting would be brought back to the Board in May. The District held its annual Water Symposium
in March with a record number attending. Staff also received very positive feedback Mr. Cronin
met with the County and City to talk about long term Coalition funding and will provide a update in
coming months.
B.

Items from the Board - Dennis Yanchunas

The President reminded the Board of its decision to allocate $75,000 towards the Lake 4 pre-liner
test and wanted to revisit that decision after learning the County submitted an application to use
Lake 4 for augmentation. After an in depth conversation, Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion
that the District not perform a pre-liner test and withdraw the $75,000 it committed. Director
Sutherland seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Mr. Cronin stated he would contact the
County and inform them of the Board's decision.
President Yanchunas updated the Board on a recent Northern Water's court ruling.
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Director D. Rademacher made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Director Sutherland
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.

Respectfully

seconded.

Submitted,

Additional Guests:
Justin Atherton-Wood - Boulder County
Elizabeth Joyce - Lyons Gaddis Law Firm
Doug Laiho - Boulder County
Shera Sumerford - Division of Water Resources
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