St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
August 14, 2017

I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call - Terry Lance

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Secretary Douglas Rademacher, Treasurer
Mike Rademacher, and Directors Reggie Golden, Verna Sigg, Chris Smith, and Ron Sutherland.
Director Doug Lyle was absent. Vice President Patterson resigned.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director;
Manager; Legal Counsel Elizabeth Joyce, and Mark McLean, Engineer.

B.

Terry Lance, Office

Call to Order - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm.

C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked for any amendments
an Executive Directors Report.

D.

or additions to the agenda and Mr. Cronin added

City of Longmont - WGFPUpdate - Ken Huson

Ken Huson, Water Resources Manager for the City of Longmont ("City") was introduced to present
information on the Windy Gap Firming Project ("Project") and a proposed ballot question that
would be included in November's election.
Mr. Huson gave an overview of the Project and
explained why its mission was important to the St. Vrain watershed basin. It was explained how
the City came to own its shares and that the project was important to ensure the City has a firm
supply of water, future water security, diversity and resiliency of water supply and high water
quality supplies. Mr. Huson then shared information regarding participants and beneficiaries of the
project and specifically the City's participation cost of the project and potential funding sources. In
conclusion, Mr. Huson reviewed the City's ballot question summary, why the project was also
beneficial to the District, and asked the Board to consider supporting the ballot issue. After a Q & A,
Mr. Huson was thanked for his presentation.

II.

CONSENTAGENDA

President Yanchunas briefly reviewed items on the Consent Agenda that included the June Minutes,
2018 Budget Officer Appointment, and Executive Director Signature Authority for the new
augmentation agreements.
With no questions or concerns, Director Smith made a motion to
approve the Consent Agenda and Treasurer M. Rademacher seconded.
The motion passed
unanimously.

III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

General Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported the significant revenues for the General Fund and stated the District had paid
$2,982 in professional services for the South Platte Regional Opportunities Work Group. Treasurer
M. Rademacher made a motion to approve the General Fund finance report and Secretary D.
Rademacher seconded. The motion passed.

B.

Motion: Enterprise Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported that in June the District requested and received a Colorado Water Conservation
Board ("CWCB") loan payment of $23,102 to cover engineering expenses for the Lake No.4 pipeline
project. In June and July the District received $24,433 in augmentation fees making the current
yearly revenue received $98,707, an increase over the $91,781 budget. Ms. Lance added that six
members would be recommended
for termination in 2018 due to non-payment or voluntary
withdrawal from the program resulting in a loss of -$2,331 and 2.517 acre-feet of water from the St.
Vrain River. A discussion ensued on annual reporting, water releases, and invoicing logistics for the
augmentation program. Ms. Lance also reported the District repaid the State of Colorado for the
$160,000 Cash Advance. Director Smith made a motion to approve the Enterprise Fund financial
report and Treasurer M. Rademacher. The motion passed.

C.

Motion: Augmentation Program Annual Report - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin was recently contacted by a new owner of a property in the augmentation program who
wants to build a well on the property.
This particular membership includes a contractual
agreement in which the District is obligated to provide 0.0269 acre-feet of augmentation water for
one share of Lake McIntosh. The Executive Director stated historically the property sat vacant with
no structure or depletions and was never included in the annual report. The Executive Director
directed the Board to the application, property map, letter to the State and the supplemental annual
report. In accordance with the Augmentation Program Application Rules and Guidance, the Board
of Directors will review all applications to the Augmentation Program. Secretary D. Rademacher
made a motion to approve the amended annual report. Treasurer M. Rademacher seconded and the
motion passed.

IV.

REPORTS
A.

Water Commissioners Report - Shera Sumerford

Ms. Sumerford stated the call on the Main Stem was Bijou Canal, 12/07/2004 and the call on the St.
Vrain was Supply Ditch, 05/31/1878.
At 8 a.m. there was 187 cfs at the Lyon's Gage and reservoirs
were at 87.6% full at the end of July. The Water Commissioner was currently working with fracking
companies in Weld County to ensure there is proper accounting and administration of water. Ms.
Sumerford stated Highland Ditch has been very helpful in making changes to diversions and the
river is looking good.

B.

Legal Report - Elizabeth Joyce

Ms. Joyce stated the Coffintop Diligence Application would be re-filed in August with the Statement
of Opposition period ending October 31. There were no applications of concern within the June
resume.

Ms. Joyce updated the Board on the Boulder County ("County") application where the County seeks
the same change of use of Martha Matthews water and augmentation plan for Kenosha Ponds.
Counsel reviewed a revised draft proposed decree and supplemental engineering provided by the
County and although comments were not submitted at this time, the case will continue to be
monitored.
Mr. Kahn, Lyons Gaddis Attorney, and Mr. Cronin attended a meeting hosted by Northern Water to
discuss proposed legislation to be introduced in the 2018 session. The legislation would protect
mitigation flows made as part of the Northern Integrated Supply Project ("NISP") project delivered
from Glade Reservoir to the Poudre River for approximately 13 river miles. A follow-up meeting is
scheduled for September 5. Mr. Cronin and legal counsel will continue to report on this matter.
Ms. Joyce provided legal assistance to the District in regards to an augmentation
member
requesting a list of members and address. The District's Colorado Open Records Act ("CORA")
policy was sent to the member.

C.

Engineers Report - MarkMcLean

Mr. McLean completed the second supplemental report that was submitted to the State. An
expedited augmentation application for a new member was approved by the State in which the
engineer also provided some assistance for the owner on well permits.
Mr. McLean reviewed the West Lake/A-Frame Lake land use application from the County which will
be going to the County Commissioners next week. Mr. McLean met with the County and their
consultants and shared concerns of the County's St. Vrain Creek' Reach 3 breach repair designs. The
Engineer believes more investigation and clarification are needed to ensure the breach closures for
that project are to the indicated pre-flood level and hardened to that level for protection of Lake No.
4. Mr. McLean and Mr. Cronin attended a hearing in which the County Commissioners approved the
District/County Lake No.4 dam repair and pipeline repair project. At the same meeting, the
Commissioners
also approved the County's Reach 3 repairs project. The Engineer is near
completion on the pipeline design repairs plan and profile. Mr. McLean also shared concerns with
the County's consultants of the overlap area of the West Lake spillway plans and the existing Lake
No.4 pipeline, including elevations, access, and dam safety hydraulics requirements.

D.

C-BTWater Rental Auction Update - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported that staff advertised the District's 89 acre-feet of surplus water and received
seven bids ranging from $35.00 to $101.00 all from local farmers. The District received $6,491 in
revenue.

E.

Lake No.4 Reservoir - Update- Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin directed the Board to the Lake No.4 project schedule in the packet and reported
construction was still projected to be completed July of 2018. The Executive Director reported the
design phase was almost complete and the permitting and procurement process would be starting
soon. Mr. Cronin added that because the permitting process includes FEMA funding and versioning,
it would be a significant time piece. The State of Colorado Dam Safety will be reviewing the Lake
No.4 construction design and providing comments soon. Mr. Cronin will continue to update the
Board.

F.

Watersheds Coalitions - Update - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported that the St. Vrain Creek Coalition ("SVCC") was in the beginning phases of the
Emergency Watershed Protection ("EWP") stream restoration and flood recovery projects. The
SVCChas secured approximately $3.8M worth of EWP funds in the St. Vrain Creek as well as some
additional funding through CWCB, private funding or other federal grants. Furthermore, the SVCC
continues to identify unmet needs, investigate other funding sources, and has plans to host a St.
Vrain forum this fall.
Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group ("LWOG") has obtained $8M worth of funding for restoration
projects and was in the final stages of completing eight EWP projects. LWOG was also awarded
approximately $2M in additional funding for further design-build projects in Upper Left Hand Creek
which is expected to begin sometime in 2018.
LWOG has completed a draft Landowner
Stewardship
Handbook, pursuing
citizen science and stewardship
projects, launching a
"Stewardship Partners" fundraising campaign, and will continue its watershed science program.
As discussions have started to occur regarding the sustainability of the four watershed coalitions in
the County, Mr. Cronin has been communicating with organizations to understand what the
expectations are and what the future financial models will be. Mr. Cronin will update the Board as
more information becomes available.

G.

Stream Management Plan - CWCBGrant Update

Mr. Cronin directed the Board to the Stream Management Plan - CWCB grant "straw man" in the
packet that explains what a stream management plan looks like', the District's role, and what we are
asking folks to engage in. The Executive Director stated the City's Water Board, SVCC,LWOG and
the County have all agreed to support as well as participate with the District for the CWCB Stream
Management Plan grant. The grant application can be submitted Nov. 1, 2017 or Nov. 1, 2018;
however, Mr. Cronin stated support staff would try for Nov. 1, 2017. The next meeting is scheduled
for August 23 to review the straw man concepts and how to move forward. Furthermore, Mr.
Cronin applied for financial and individual assistance to help with the grant application process in
which the District was awarded those funds from the River Network.

H.

Executive Director's Report - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin gave an overview of a meeting he attended in Lyons regarding the History of Coffintop
Reservoir. He stated it was very educational to hear the Town of Lyons resident's perspective of
the proposed dam and data supporting their positions. The Executive Director shared some stories
he heard of the controversy that was taking place back then. At the meeting, Mr. Cronin also had an
opportunity to educate the residents regarding the Districts current position and answered many
questions from public. Mr. Cronin stated it was a very informative meeting and enjoyed speaking
with the residents.
Per Board direction, Mr. Cronin met with the Deputy County Commissioner to discuss the County's
proposed use of the Lake No.4 pipeline, percentage the County would pay per the Agreement, and
to further negotiate the County's position on funding the repair. The Executive Director stated the
Deputy Commissioner understood the District's position and followed up by meeting with Eric
Lane, Parks & Open Space Director, and others with the County. Mr. Cronin then shared an email
from the Deputy County Commissioner that stated the County is taking a fresh look at the
Agreement that was negotiated and will continue to work with staff to make sure the Districts
interests are represented. Mr. Cronin will bring back any updates as they become available.

Mr. Cronin announced he was contacted by the Colorado Supreme Court to serve on the Colorado
Supreme Court Water Committee. The Executive Director stated he was nominated by a third party
and that the Committee is looking into making some refinements as to how the court process
works. The Board was asked for feedback and after a brief discussion, it concluded this would be a
good opportunity for Mr. Cronin and the District.
As follow up to Mr. Huson's presentation, Mr. Cronin asked the Board for feedback regarding the
City of Longmont's ballot initiative and a resolution from the District in support. Director Smith
stated the City is a big part of the District and supported the resolution. After a discussion, the
Board was in support of passing a resolution in support of the ballot initiative. Mr. Cronin would
draft a resolution and bring back to the Board next month.

I.

Items from the Board President - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas informed the Board that there is a Facebook page that has been created for
the new Chimney Hollow Reservoir and includes many interesting photos and updates.
President Yanchunas reported that during a routine inspection on Horsetooth Reservoir a pin hole
was discovered in a pipe; therefore, a shut-down would be taking place and operational releases
would occur to provide a safe water level for divers to repair.
President Yanchunas stated that the C-BT use has shifted more to the South than the North and at
some point the Northern Board may look at the possibility in buying capacity in the NISP pipeline.
Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Director Smith seconded.
motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
Kaitlyn Auernhamer
Ken Huson - City of Longmont
Holly Milne - City of Longmont
Shera Sumerford - District 5 Water Commissioner

The

