St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
January 9, 2017
I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call - Terry Lance

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Glenn Patterson, Treasurer
Mike Rademacher, Directors Reggie Golden, Doug Lyle, Douglas Rademacher, Verna Sigg, Chris
Smith and Ron Sutherland.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director; Terry Lance, Office
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark McLean, Engineer.
B.

Call to Order - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked for any amendments or additions to the agenda and Mr. Cronin added
Discussion Item - Executive Director's Report.
D.

Introduction of Guests and Items from the Public - Dennis Yanchunas

Julie McKay, Boulder County ("County"); Jessie Olson, Lefthand Watershed
("LWOG");and Cecily Mui, St. Vrain Creek Coalition ("SVCC")were introduced.
II.

Oversight Group

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes and there
were none. Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to approve the December meeting minutes
and Director Smith seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: Election of Officers - Chris Smith

President Yanchanus appointed Director Smith as temporary chairman. Temporary Chairman
Smith then asked the Board for 2017 officer nominations. Director Sutherland nominated Dennis
Yanchunas to continue as President. As Mr. Yanchunas accepted that nomination, the Board voted
unanimously to keep Mr. Yanchunas as President. After a brief discussion regarding other officer
positions, Director Sutherland made a motion to retain Glenn Patterson as Vice President and Mike
Rademacher as Treasurer. Doug Rademacher seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

The Board was reminded that the Secretary position was vacant; therefore, Treasurer M.
Rademacher recommended Director D. Rademacher.
With no other nominations, the Board
unanimously voted in Director D.Rademacher as Secretary.
IV.

DISCUSSIONITEMS
A.

Water Leaders Program Report - Julie McKay

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that Julie McKayfrom Boulder County received a partial scholarship
from the District to attend the Colorado Foundation for Water Education's ("CFWE") Water
Leadership Program and would present a report of her experience. Ms. McKaythanked the Board
for the sponsorship and believed after attending the program she has a better understanding of the
water profession and water community both locally and statewide. Ms. McKaystated the class was
very intellectual, challenging, provided individual development and leadership skills that would be
very helpful in her position at the County. Ms. McKaydetailed activities such as, professional and
application of assessments, guest speakers, field trips, and shadowing. Ms. McKaythen explained
how she would apply what she learned.
B.

Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group ("LWOG")Update - Jessie Olson

Ms. Olson, LWOGCoordinator, presented highlights from 2016 that LWOGaccomplished for four
core programs; Watershed Restoration and Planning, Stream Stewardship, Outreach and Education
and Watershed Science. The Coalition was awarded $9.5 million for projects,' completed one
Emergency Watershed Protection ("EWP") project, planted 934 plants, and held 70+ land owners
meetings and four public meetings. LWOGreceived funding to develop a regional manual that will
help provide a better stewardship amongst private landowners. The Outreach and Education
Program hosted four restoration volunteer events, participated in United Way's day of giving, and
Ms. Olson gave four presentations. The Watershed Science Program, led by Vice President
Patterson, set up river watch monitoring and photo monitoring stations, compiled a benthic micro
invertebrate survey, completed a water quality analysis, and inspected four abandoned mine sites.
LWOGheld a strategic planning session to discuss goals, updated its logo and website, and created a
new brochure. The Coalition adopted new policies, updated bylaws, and increased funding for staff.
Ms. Olson stated the Coalition fundraised $24,000 from individuals in December and increased
partner contributions. Ms.Olson then thanked the District for its $5,000 donation.
In 2017, LWOG'sgoals are to successfully complete EWP projects, start construction of the Reach
3B Restoration Project and the 63rd Street Extension design and construction, and apply for
additional funding for unmet needs. Completion of the stream stewardship manual, maintenance
and monitoring of completed projects, increase outreach, stewardship and volunteer efforts are
other goals the Coalition hopes to achieve. Ms. Olson answered questions from the Board and was
thanked for her presentation.
C.

St. Vrain Creek Coalition ("SVCC") Update - Cecily Mui

Ms. Mui, SVCCCoordinator, stated in 2016 the Coalition continued it's collaborative efforts to work
on partnership building with other coalitions and entities that was critical for flood recovery
projects. The SVCCcollaborated with other organizations such as DOLA,CWCB,and Governor's
office to create a "Lessons Learned" document that was shared with the State funders. Ms. Mui
presented a map of the seven priority reaches and talked about the flood recovery and resiliency
projects in the St.Vrain watershed and its challenges.

The Coalition was very involved in attending public meetings and project meetings within the
watershed and providing formal comments. Ms. Mui stated the Coalition was working with the City
of Longmont ("City") for the Reach 1 & 2 Sandstone Project and Button Rock area; with the County
for the Reach 3 area and South St. Vrain area; and with the Town of Lyons for the Bohn Park and
confluence areas as well as many more. Ms. Mui reported the SVCCwas currently seeking funding
for the two projects they manage, Apple Valley area and the Lyons eastern corridor. Ms. Mui stated
the Coalition was instrumental in providing meeting facilitation for groups such as the South St.
Vrain Working Group, Highland Ditch Company, Niwot and South Flat Ditches to help with trust
building. Other accomplishments included outreach and education, monthly Board and Advisory
meetings, project updates and feedback, and hosting the St. Vrain Creek Flood Recovery Bus Tour.
Another highlight was the organization development that included obtaining a capacity grant
through DOLAand CWCBand that matches funding, and a grant for funding staff positions.
The Coalition is currently working on a strategic plan with focus areas on continuation of flood
recovery, facilitation, and financial sustainability and capacity, and exploring a Lyons Legacy Project
that would include multiple objectives of education, outdoor recreation, flood recovery, emergency
awareness, etc. The SVCC will continue its outreach efforts by continuing bus tours, citizen
involvement with restoration and monitoring, creating new hand books, and partnering with other
coalitions. Ms. Mui thanked the Board for its $5,000 donation to the Coalition. Ms. Mui answered
questions from the Board and was thanked for her presentation.
V.

ACTIOMITEMS
A.

Motion: Designate Location for Posting Public Notice - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board for a motion to designate a location for public meeting
notices. Director Smith made a motion to designate the primary entrance of the Natural Resources
Building as the location for posting public notices. Vice President Patterson seconded and the
motion passed unanimously.
B.

Motion: 2017 Committee Member Appointments - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the current Budget Committee members; Treasurer M. Rademacher,
Director Smith, and Director Sutherland if they would like to continue on the Committee. All three
members agreed; therefore, Director Golden made a motion that the Budget Committee retain its
current members. Director Lyle seconded and the motion passed unanimously
The Personnel Committee consisted of President Yanchunas, Vice President Patterson, Director's
Lyle and D. Rademacher. After a brief discussion, Director Smith made a motion to retain the same
members of the Personnel Committee and Director D. Rademacher seconded. The motion passed
unanimously.
Current members of the Finance Committee were President Yanchunas, Treasurer M. Rademacher,
Director D. Rademacher, and Director Sigg. After a discussion with all members agreeing to stay on
the Committee, Director D. Rademacher made a motion to retain the same Finance Committee
members. Director Sigg seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

C.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported there no unusual revenues for the month of December. Actual 2016 revenues
were $347,165, an increase of $304 over what was estimated for 2016 yearend in the 2017 Budget.
Per budget, a transfer of $9,040.00 was made from the General Fund Money Market to the
Enterprise Fund Money Market. Actual 2016 expenses were $329,441, a decrease of $1,921 over
what was estimated for 2016 yearend in the 2017 Budget. Treasurer M. Rademacher made a
motion to approve the General Fund financial report. Director Smith seconded and the motion
passed unanimously.
D.

Motion: Enterprise Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported the Enterprise received a transfer of $9,040.00 from the General Fund. A
reimbursement of $1,190.17 was received from Boulder County for costs associated with the Lake
No.4 pipeline project. Actual 2016 revenues were $112,819, an increase of $209 over what was
estimated for 2016 yearend in the 2017 Budget. There were no unusual expenses in the month of
December. Actual expenses were $75,619, a decrease of $748 over what was estimated for the
2016 yearend in the 2017 Budget. Director D. Rademacher made a motion to approve the
Enterprise Fund financial report and Director Lyle seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Ms.
Lance noted the annual audit was scheduled for March 27.
VI.

DISCUSSIONITEMS
A.

Water Commissioners Report - Shera Sumerford

Ms. Sumerford reported there was no call on the Main Stem and the call on the St. Vrain was the
Highland #2 Reservoir - Admin. #11642, (04/15/1881). At 8:00 am, the flows at Lyons Gauge read
24.9 cfs and reservoirs at the end of December were 63.30% full.
Snowpack: Upper Co - 134%; South Platte - 133%; and St. Vrain - 163%.
B.

Engineering Report - Mark McLean

Mr. McLean stated that as of November 17, 2016, the statewide snowpack was reported the worst
in 32 years and from that date, the accumulation and snow water equivalent statewide was the
greatest snow moisture rate in 32 years. The upper South Platte was the lowest in the State.
Stream flows in the upper Colorado were 102-109% of average. The South Platte - St. Vrain had the
highest stream flow forecast at 100% of average. Mr. McLean reported that he had provided
assistance to the District for the CWCBloan review and provided input along with Mr. Cronin and
Mr. Holwick on the upcoming Coffintop Reservoir diligence. The engineer would be focusing on the
Lake NO.4 pipeline design in January.
C.

Legal Report - Scott Holwick

Mr. Holwick reported there were no applications of interest within the November resume.
Regarding the Board conversation last month about a Supreme Court decision which took out a lot
of Aurora's presumed consumptive use credit regarding transfers of water; Counsel stated it does
not directly affect the District since we are not a NISP participant. Mr. Holwick noted that the
Executive Director for DARCA,John McKenzie, was stepping down after the annual meeting in
February.

Counsel reported the legislative session would start in a few days and there were a number of bills
that were considered by the interim water committee that would be presented. The Board was
reminded that the Supreme Court made a ruling that Colorado had unlawfully disallowed deduction
from oil and gas producers that may have a deficit against the State for revenue that could impact
CWCBprojects.
D.

Coffintop Reservoir Update - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin directed the Board to a draft list of next steps related to the Coffintop Reservoir
diligence application. The original decree was entered on August 14, 1978 in the amount of
31,902.74 acre feet and then the District added an enlargement in 1990 for 84,000 acre feet. The
Board was reminded of the conversations it had at the Board Retreat regarding several projects and
concepts related to storage and supply as it relates to Coffintop. Mr. Cronin identified next steps
specifically that Mr. McLean would review local and regional water storage studies that could not
only help with diligence but with the course of the discussions in the future. Mr. Holwick will also
review current and past water court cases. President Yanchunas reminded the Board that he and
Mr. Cronin met with staff from the City who was in favor of the District holding on to the decree as
it may become very valuable in the future. President Yanchanus suggested that the District have
discussions with other entities such as NISP and Windy Gap.
E.

District Goals and Policies Review - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that the last adopted Goals and Policies were in 2011 at which time
the Board indicated a formal review should occur every five years. This was postponed as well as
the Strategic Plan until results of Issue 4A came in. The Executive Director proposed that instead of
updating the entire Goals and Policies at one time, that starting in February one goal will be
presented and related policies to allow for discussion and feedback. This same process would
occur in the next three months.
F.

Lake No.4 Reservoir Update - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin provided a summary in the packet that included a Lake No.4 update from Doug Laiho,
Water Engineer, Boulder County Parks and Open Space. The preliminary design was complete and
being used as the basis for the Land Use Review and final design was due the end of January.
Director Lyle inquired about the gravel pit debris removal and a discussion ensued. Mr. Cronin
received an update from Boulder County that stated the agreement with Martin Marietta with
regard to sediment removalf disposal remains in development and should be done soon. A
discussion ensued on the project completion timeframe and FEMAfunding.
G.

Lake No.4 Pipeline Update - MarkMcLean

Mr. McLean would provide a report in February.
H.

Comments Submitted to Boulder County on SARli- Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported that the County requested comments from the District on the proposed
Sustainable Agriculture Research and Innovation Initiative (SARli). Mr. Cronin directed the Board
to the comments he submitted to the County in the packet and stated he didn't receive any response
back from the County.

One of his recommendations was that the County has a more active voice in the South Platte Basin
in supporting efforts to sustain irrigated agriculture throughout the basin and further analyze its
full water portfolio. A discussion ensued with the Board supporting Mr. Cronin's comments.
Director Golden left the meeting at 3:25.
I.

Comments on St. Vrain Breach Repair - Alternative 4 - Sean Cronin

The District was asked to submit feedback on an alternative to the breach repairs upstream of Lake
No.4 that would keep the post-flood channel and let the pre-flood channel be an overflow channel.
Mr. Cronin stated the District consulted with Mr. McLean and Mr. Holwick and is not in favor of this
plan. The Executive Director added that there would be funding for the breach repair design but not
construction and could be quite costly. After a discussion ensued on the effects of the alternative to
Lake No.4, the Board opposed Alternative 4.

J.

Executive Director's Report - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported that Richard Behrmann was to receive the Headgate Award for Four States
Irrigation Council on January 12. Mr. Cronin and Mr. McLean would be attending the CWCBBoard
meeting January 23 and would be available to provide any answers to any questions they may have
regarding the pipeline loan. A discussion ensued regarding the collatorized C-BT units, the loan,
and augmentation program. Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that the collatorized C-BT units don't
prevent the District from renting them and that the units could be unencumbered if the repair costs
come in lower or when the loan balance decreases.
VII.

REPORTS
A.

Items from the Board - Dennis Yanchunas

Treasurer M. Rademacher stated he appreciated the speakers attending the Board meeting and
providing updates. President Yanchunas announced the annual Colorado Water Congress
convention was January 25-27 for those interested in attending. President Yanchunas reported at a
recent Northern Water meeting it was noted that when the NISP and Windy Gap projects are
completed, the cost would be close to $1.5 billion dollars. He added Northern Water was expected
to expand in the future adding three more pump plants, employees, and facilities in other locations.
B.

Plus Delta - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas thanked the Board for their time and feedback. Director D. Rademacher made
a motion to adjourn the meeting and Director Smith seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 3:45
pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
Shera Sumerford - District 5 Water Commissioner
Julie McKay- Boulder County
Jessie Olson - Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group
Cecily Mui - St. Vrain Creek Coalition

