St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road; 1st Floor; Longmont, CO 80501
May 8, 2017
I.

ROUTINE ITEMS
A.

Roll Call - Terry Lance

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Treasurer Mike Rademacher, Secretary
Douglas Rademacher, Director Verna Sigg, and Director Chris Smith. Vice President Glenn
Patterson arrived at 1:05 p.m. and Director Reggie Golden arrived at 1:40 p.m.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director; Terry Lance, Office
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark Mcl.ean, Engineer.
B.

Call to Order - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
C.

Amendments

or Additions

to the Agenda - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked for any amendments or additions to the agenda. Mr. Cronin stated he
would provide an additional update in the Executive Directors Report.
D.
Introduction
Yanchunas

of

Guests

and

Items

from

the

Public

-

Dennis

Mark Williams from the Colorado Rural Water Association introduced himself. Mr. Williams shared
information about a State grant that helps small communities implement a source water protection
plan and then described several projects he's currently working on.
II.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board if there were any comments or questions regarding the
minutes. As there were none, Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to approve the April
minutes and Treasurer M. Rademacher seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Vice President Patterson arrived at 1:05 p.m.
III.

ACTION ITEMS
A.

2016 Audit Report - Paul Niedermuller

Mr. Paul Niedermuller from CliftonLarsonAllen, LLC reviewed the 2016 independent auditor's
report, letter to the Board of Directors, and aspects of accounting practices. Mr. Niedermuller
reviewed results and changes in the prior year and/or any changes in policies. The accountant
reported there were some corrected statements and adjustments, but overall there were no major
changes, disagreements, or improprieties that needed to be addressed to the Board.
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Mr. Niedermuller then detailed findings and recommendations, financial statements and the
modified opinion. President Yanchunas asked the Board for questions or feedback. With no
questions from the Board, Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to accept the 2016 audit and
Director Smith seconded. The motion passed. President Yanchunas thanked Mr. Niedermuller for
his presentation.
B.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported there were no significant revenues in April for the General Fund. The District
made a significant payment of $9,175 to CliftonLarsonAllen LLCfor 2016 audit services. Expenses
at the end of April were at 34.28% of budget. With no questions from the Board, Treasurer M.
Rademacher made a motion to approve the General Fund financial report and Director Sigg
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
C.

Motion: Enterprise

Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported the District received an expedited application fee of $3,000 for entrance into
this year's Augmentation Program, more information available following this report. Staff mailed
out the 2017 Augmentation Program renewal invoices with payments due the end of May. The
District rented out its 1.5 shares of Highland Ditch for $1,554. Ms. Lance reviewed significant
expenses relating to Lake No.4. Director Smith made a motion to approve the Enterprise Fund
financial report and Secretary D.Rademacher seconded. The motion passed unanimously,
D.

Motion: Request for Waiver to Rule 2.3 - Sean Cronin

In 2012, the Board adopted Rule 2.3 that states augmentation is available for "irrigation use on land
up to 43,560 square feet or 1 acre". The Executive Director explained that rule was implemented by
the Board in response to large requests which the Board didn't want to encourage.
Mr. Cronin reported staff received an expedited application from the Gwin's for evaporative losses
of a pond and additional depletions of 2 acres of irrigation; roughly 13.73 acre-feet of water. The
Executive Director reminded the Board that with membership withdrawals/terminations in recent
years, mostly as a result of the 2013 flood, the District has seen revenue losses. Considering the
future of the program, the Executive Director believed revenue is a key consideration and
recommended the Board waive the 2.3 rule to allow up to 2 acres of irrigation on this property. A
discussion ensued on the District's available augmentation water. Mr. Cronin explained that the
Gwin's are selling the property and the application is for residential purposes; however, the new
owner wants to start a slow food operation with irrigation starting in 2018. A discussion ensued on
what defines residential and commercial use and the difference in fees. Mr. Holwick suggested a
residential fee could be applied to the seller/buyer until the conversion to a commercial use; than
adjust to a commercial base fee. A discussion ensued with the Board in agreement.
After a brief discussion, Vice President Patterson made a motion to waive Rule 2.3 to allow up to 2
acres of irrigation to be included in the Gwin application and Treasurer M.Rademacher seconded.
Director Golden arrived at 1:40 and President Yanchunas updated Mr. Golden on the discussion and
asked the Board for a vote. Director Golden recused himself from voting. The motion passed.
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E.

Motion:

Land Use Application

for Lake No.4 - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin directed the Board to the Boulder County ("County") Land Use Limited Impact Special
Use application in the packet and highlighted some areas of interest/importance. Mr. Holwick, Mr.
McLean, and Mr. Cronin have reviewed the application, provided comments to the County, and
stated they are comfortable with it. Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion authorizing the
Executive Director to sign the Land Use Limited Impact Special Use application. Director Smith
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
F.

Motion: Resolution

for Coffin top Diligence

- Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported the Coffintop Decree Committee has met twice and concluded the Board should
be shown some of the primary points that constitute diligence and move forward with signing a
resolution. Although the deadline to submit the Coffintop diligence is August 31, Mr. Holwick
believed the diligence application would be ready to file by the end of May. Director Sigg made a
motion to approve Resolution 2017-03 (A resolution to file a diligence application for conditional
water storage rights in Coffintop reservoir). Director Smith seconded and the motion passed
unanimously.
IV.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
A.

Water Commissioners

Report - Shera Sumerford

Ms. Sumerford stated the call on the Main Stem was Harmony Ditch #1,1/5/1922, and the call on
the St. Vrain was James Ditch, 4/1/1877.
At 8 a.m. there were 113 cfs at the Lyons gauge.
Reservoirs at end of April were 64.38% full. The Water Commissioner stated conditions were dry;
the average water demand was 160 acre feet with only 115 acre feet in the river. A discussion
ensued. Ms. Sumerford met with Crestview residents and educated them on the District's
augmentation program and encouraged participation.
B.

Legal Report - Scott Holwick

Mr. Holwick reminded the Board that the County filed an application seeking the same change of
use of Martha Matthews water and augmentation plan for Kenosha Ponds as was claimed and
ultimately dismissed after the Supreme Court rejected the County's appeal. Because the County
added additional sources of augmentation water including Lake No.4 in this application, the
District filed a statement of opposition. Counsel added there is no operating agreement between
the District and County as to how both parties will utilize Lake No.4 once it's re-constructed and
operational. Mr. Holwick has reviewed the draft proposed decree and will continue to monitor and
submit future comments when necessary as the case evolves. A discussion ensued on the case and
possible issues that may develop in the future.
Mr. Holwick reported there were only five days left in the legislative session and would provide a
summary in June if time allows.
C.

Engineers

Report - Mark McLean

Mr. McLean reported the State of Colorado was dry; March and April were only at 75% of the
normal precipitation across the state. The St. Vrain basin still had the highest runoff projection in
this area at 112% for April-September runoff.
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Mr. McLean detailed the Gwin application, as referenced earlier, and determined that due to
another member withdrawing from the program, the replacement would fit into the existing
Longmont Water Supply Agreement, but would still require an amendment to the annual report to
the State.
Mr. McLean reported that although he has done some work for the Coffintop Committee and
provided assistance for the Land Use application; his most significant work pertained to Lake No.4.
The engineer reviewed plans for the Lake No.4 dam repair and sediment removal projects and has
been in communications with the State regarding the liner test criteria and the State provisions.
Mr. McLean also reviewed Engineering Analytics 2D HEC-RASmodels of the St. Vrain Creek breach
repairs. The engineer shared concerns of spillway flow deficiencies in the report that would likely
occur in the event of a 100-year flood and a discussion ensued. The Board was asked for feedback
regarding widening the spillway and costs associated. A discussion ensued with the Board directing
Mr. McLean and Mr. Cronin to continue to have conversations with the County and to relay the
Board's concerns. Mr. Cronin added that the District was in agreement with the County that the
spillway design was sufficiently sized to deal with a localized event, but disagreed that it would
withstand a 100 year event.
D.

Copeland Reservoir

Maintenance

- Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reminded the Board that on October 28th, 2016, a Dam Safety Engineer with the State of
Colorado completed the dam safety inspection for Copeland Reservoir. The engineer reported that
"Overall the dam appears to be in Satisfactory Condition for continued storage. Maintenance of the
embankment and outlet works has not been done in a while and needs to be addressed before the
reservoir re-fills", and specifically recommended the following maintenance:
1. Replace upstream inlet structure and trash rack. Sediment should be removed from the pipe
and upstream end of the outlet pipe.
2. Clean spillway channel and remove sediment from the low flow spillway pipes.
3. Remove all trees and brush from the embankment. This should occur during the optimum
time to apply herbicide.
4. Installation of a permanent staff gauge and improvement of the drainage below the dam
should be planned for to occur in the future.
Items 1,2 and 4 will be addressed at a later time; however, Mr. Cronin contacted a certified sprayer
to address item 3 and received a proposal for $2,000. As Copeland is within the boundaries of
Rocky Mountain National Park, notification of the maintenance was provided by Mr. Cronin and the
Park Service had no substantive comments. Considering Buttonrock (Ralph Price) Reservoir is
downstream, the City of Longmont was also notified and supports the project.
V.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Director's

Report - Sean Cronin

As previously noted, Boulder County filed an application to include Lake NO.4 as a source of supply
for their augmentation plan. In May, the Board directed Mr. Cronin to revisit the County's decision
to pay less than half of the pipeline costs due to this recent development. Mr. Cronin reported that
he met with Michelle Krezek from the County Commissioners office and updated her on the Lake
NO.4 history and the partnership between the District and County.
The Executive Director then shared the Board's concerns over the County's decision to pay less than
half of pipeline costs in light of the new application filed by the County to augment Lake No.4.
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Because this was a new development, Ms. Krezek understood the District's position and agreed to
convey the Board's concerns to the County. A discussion ensured on the pipeline costs.
Mr. Cronin stated the Urban Drainage Committee met on April 5 and concluded there should be one
last meeting with the Urban Drainage Flood Control District, City of Longmont and Boulder County
to discuss an urban drainage and flood control district annexation in Left Hand Creek. It was still
unknown if the City would participate. Mr. Cronin recommended to the Board that this would be
the last task the District would pursue as far as this project.
Mr. Cronin stated the Coffintop Committee met and determined that staff to put together a plan for
a project that uses a partnership investment model. As the Committee determined lessons could be
learned from other organizations on how the District could move forward, Mr. Cronin and Director
Smith are scheduled to meet with Erik Wilkinson from Northern Water.
The Executive Director asked the Board if they wanted to participate in the Boulder County Parde
this summer. After a brief discussion, it was determined that most Directors were not available to
attend this year so the District probably would not participate.
The packet included a communication from the Boulder County Assessor's office that notified
property owners about the reappraisals that will be used in 2018. Mr. Cronin stated revenues for
the District were still unknown at this time, but that could result in a 12% increase.
Mr. Cronin presented a few locations to visit for the Board tour and asked for feedback, Director
Smith stated he would prefer eliminating the Lake 4 location and rather visit some stream
restoration projects that have been completed by the Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group. Due to
recent Board conversations regarding Copeland Reservoir, Director Golden believed a visit to the
reservoir would be educational for the Board. Vice President Patterson suggested Left Hand Ditch
Diversion from the South St. Vrain.
B.

Items from the Board - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas announced that Northern Water had set this year's dates for the Eastern and
Western slope tours. The President then shared news regarding the Environmental Protection
Agency's Water Transfer Rule.
Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Treasurer M. Rademacher
seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
Elizabeth Joyce - Lyons Gaddis Law Firm
Paul Niedermuller - CliftonLarsonAllen, LLC
Shera Sumerford - Division of Water Resources
Mark Williams - Colorado Rural Water Association
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