St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Special Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
October 30, 2017

I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call- Dennis Yanchunas

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Chris Smith, Treasurer Mike
Rademacher, and Directors Reggie Golden and Verna Sigg. Ron Sutherland attended the meeting
via conference call. Secretary D. Rademacher arrived at 10:05 a.m.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark McLean, Engineer.

B.

Director;

Terry Lance, Office

Callto Order - Dennis Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Ditch Crossing License Agreement - Dennis Yanchunas

The Ditch Crossing License Agreement is between the Southern Water Supply Project Water
Activity Enterprise ("Enterprise") owned by Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District and the
owner of the Zweck & Turner Ditch. The Agreement states the Enterprise will pay the ditch owners
a $5,000 licensing fee for installation of a pipeline under the Zweck & Turner Ditch. Because two
Board members work for organizations involved with the Agreement, Mr. Holwick asked them to
disclose what their relationships were to the Agreement. As General Manager for Left Hand Water
District, Vice President Smith stated the Water District has about a third interest in the project.
Director Golden, Manager of Golden Land Company, LLC and President of the Golden Foundation
stated each organization owns an interest in the ditch. Mr. Holwick concluded that neither Vice
President Smith nor Director Golden had a direct conflict of interest in the Agreement and that
there was no reason that either needed to recuse themselves from voting; however, he stated that
either could choose to abstain. Beyond their respective disclosures about their relationships to the
Agreement, neither Vice President Smith nor Director Golden spoke about the Agreement.
Secretary D. Rademacher joined the meeting at 10:05 a.m.
With no concerns from the Board, Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to approve the Consent
Agenda and Secretary D. Radeill'acher seconded. The motion passed with Director Golden
abstaining.

III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: Approve Stream Management Plan GrantApplication - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin presented the following questions
("Plan") is and the District's role.

and answers on what the Stream Management

Plan

•

Why? - The St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District's mission is to develop,
manage, and protect water resources. Other organizations have already identified projects
that would benefit from the Plan. The Plan would protect against potential threats and
potentially against the consequences of "river personhood".

•

What? (Phase 1) - The Plan's goal is to collaboratively identify projects and management
strategies that transition stakeholders from flood recovery to stream health projects and
improve environmental conditions in the river while also meeting water users' current and
future needs. The Plan is aligned with private property rights and the prior appropriation
system. The Plan would consist of two Phases: Phase 1 would take one year and Phase 2
would take 2-3 years. Objectives for Phase 1: develop support; compile existing
information; characterize future water and infrastructure needs for all water uses including
but not limited to environmental, recreation, and agriculture; assess the river's functional
health; and compile those results and make recommendations for Phase 2.

•

How? - A wide range of stakeholders provided input for the Plan's goal and objectives.
Those stakeholders received assistance with the grant application's scope and budget. A
combination of grants and contributions by other organizations, as well as in-kind
assistance will be sought for implementation of the grant, if awarded.

•

Who? - A collaboration of many entities, public engagement from stakeholders and the
general public. The District received letters of support from other organizations. To
address a concern from the Left Hand Ditch Company, Mr. Cronin met with the Ditch
Company's general manager and will review the Plan with the Ditch Company's Board of
Directors.

•

When? - The Colorado Water Conservation Board ("CWCB")/Plan grant deadline is
November 3 and Mr. Cronin will meet with CWCB staff on October 31 to review the
application. The pre application for the South Platte Basin Round Table ("SPBRT")grant
deadline is November 1. The CWCBapproval would be in January and review of the SPBRT
grant is in March. If the grants are awarded, the request for proposal would be in AprilJune, the District would be under contract with the State by July, with Phase 1 beginning in
August.

Mr. Cronin made a recommendation that the Board move forward with the Plan, allow for
modifications that don't increase the costs to the District, and grant the Executive Director
authorization to apply for the $150,000 Stream Management Plan grant and the $50,000 SPBRT
grant. The Board was then asked for feedback with Mr. Cronin addressing each of the Board
members' comments, questions, and concerns. President Yanchunas believed it was important that
the District take this leadership role and that it ought to broaden its involvement with stakeholders.
President Yanchunas invited Ken Huson, City of Longmont ("City"), to share his thoughts. Mr.
Huson stated the City was in support of the project, believes it is necessary, and likes the idea of the
District taking the lead. Mr. Huson stated the Citywould contribute financially toward the Plan, but
as the City's 2018 budget was already in place, a request would have to be made for such financial
support in the 2019 budget. Mr. Huson concluded it's the right time to pursue this project and
recommended moving forward.
Mr. McLean added that the team working on the grant application was very focused on data and
had good information to base the plans upon. After a final discussion, the Board concluded it was in

Mr. McLean added that the team working on the grant application was very focused on data and
had good information to base the plans upon. After a final discussion, the Board concluded it was in
support of moving forward with the Plan. Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to approve
moving forward. with the Plan, to allow for modifications that don't increase the costs to the
District, and grant the Executive Director authorization to apply for the $150,000 Stream
Management Plan grant and the $50,000 SPBRTgrant. Vice President Smith seconded. The motion
passed.
Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Director Sigg seconded. The
meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
Ken Huson - City of Longmont

