St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
February 12, 2018

I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call- Terry Lance

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Chris Smith, Treasurer Mike
Rademacher, Secretary Douglas Rademacher, and Directors Doug Lyle and Verna Sigg. Director
Reggie Golden and Director Ron Sutherland were absent. The District 6 Board Director seat
remains vacant.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director; Terry Lance, Office
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark McLean, Engineer.
B.

Callto Order - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:05' p.m.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked if there were any additions or amendments
Cronin added "Report Item - Coffintop Update".
II.

to the agenda and Mr.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes - PresidentYanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections or amendments to the minutes and there
were none. Vice President Smith made a motion to approve the January meeting minutes and
Treasurer M. Rademacher seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance reported there were no unusual revenues or expenses for the month of January. Last
month the Executive Director reviewed the District's ownership of ditch shares and determined
that the General Fund and Enterprise Fund asset reports were inaccurate. Ms. Lance informed the
Board that those reports had been corrected and then directed the Board to the new amended asset
reports in the appendices. Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to approve the General Fund
finance report and Treasurer M. Rademacher seconded. The motion passed.
B.

Motion: Enterprise Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

In January, the Enterprise Fund received no unexpected standard operating revenues or expenses.
Ms. Lance then reviewed the Lake NO.4 repair project revenues and expenses.

Treasurer M. Rademacher made a motion to approve the Enterprise Fund finance report. Vice
President Smith seconded and the motion passed.
IV.

REPORTS
A.

Water Commissioners Report - Shera Sumerford

The Water Commissioner was not present, however submitted the following report.
There was no call on the Main Stem or the St. Vrain. Flows at 8 a.m. this morning read 12.80 cfs.
Reservoirs at the end of January totaled 79.64%. Snowpack: Upper CO- 82%, South Platte - 95%,
and St. Vrain - 98.5%.
B.

Engineering Report - Mark McLean

The February Water Supply Outlook Report projected approximately 75% of normal average runoff
in the coming months with the St.Vrain Creek snowpack being far less than average.
Last month Mr. McLean completed some research work on a particular augmentation member,
however his main focus continues to be on the Lake No.4 outlet pipeline repair project. The
Engineer provided the Board a detailed cost estimate of $999,000 for the outlet pipeline
construction repair and added there was an additional cost not listed on the report of $117,000 for
design engineering, making a grand total of $1,116,000. Mr. McLean reminded the Board that the
original quote in 2016 was $912,000, but due to higher costs of materials and additional
construction work relating to the four manhole structures, the cost of the project had increased. A
discussion ensued on the pipeline repair costs and the bidding process for contractors.
C.

Legal Report - Scott Holwick

Mr. Holwick reported the December resume included three applications of interest within District
5. The first application was from the City of Longmont who was seeking a finding of diligence for 22
wells with varying rates of pumping. Counsel reviewed the application and didn't recommend the
District file a statement of opposition. Camp St. Malo submitted two applications, one seeking a
conditional water right for a pond and to refill the pond continuously; Counsel recommended the
District not file a statement of opposition in that case. The other application for Camp St. Malo was
to amend a previously decreed plan for augmentation to add the pond as stated previously as a
structure to be augmented; Counsel recommended that application be reviewed by Mr. McLean.
After a brief discussion, Vice President Smith made a motion to conditionally authorize Counsel to
file a statement of opposition if deemed necessary after review by Mr. McLean. Director Lyle
seconded and the motion passed.
On January 30, 2018 the Court entered a decree finding that the District had been diligent in
seeking to perfect its conditional water storage rights for Coffintop.
D.

Stream Management Plan & Coffintop Update- Sean Cronin

As a reminder, the Phase 1 project cost of the Stream Management Plan is $300,000. Mr. Cronin
announced the District was awarded the $150,000 grant from the Colorado Water Conservation
Board ("CWCB").The South Platte Basin Round Table also awarded the District the $50,000 grant;
however final approval from the CWCBwas still needed. The Executive Director then presented a
table illustrating how the remaining $100,000 will be funded for the total scope of work.

The District would contribute $50,000 and the remaining $50,000 would include cash and in-kind
commitments from American Whitewater, Trout Unlimited - St. Vrain Anglers, JLB Engineering,
Boulder County and City of Longmont. Mr. Cronin stated next steps would include contracting with
the State of Colorado and advertising and reviewing proposals from consultants. Mr. Cronin
suggested that the District approach the proposal for the Stream Management plan as a general
announcement to consulting firms, include the grant requirements, ask for their expertise and
guidance through their proposals, and allow the Coffintop Committee to review them. The Board
was then asked for feedback on that strategy. Vice President Smith agreed with the concept and
added that LWOGhad similar approaches in some of their projects. After a discussion, the Board
concurred with Mr. Cronin's recommendation. The Executive Director and the Board believed next
week's Coffintop meeting would not be necessary and cancelled.
E.

Lake 4 - Update - Sean Cronin

See engineering report. The Board was directed to a response from Boulder County regarding
negotiations of the Lake No.4 pipeline repair costs and was asked for feedback. President
Yanchunas concluded that the Board should not pursue this matter anymore, but now has a better
understanding of the Districts partnership with the County going forward. Mr. Cronin stated the
County and District are moving forward with the permitting phase and a discussion ensued.
F.

Executive Director Report - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin stated he would be out of town for the March Board meeting, but could call in; however
the Board could choose to cancel due to the light agenda. President Yanchunas suggested the
decision could be made as it gets closer to the meeting date .: The Executive Director stated the
District received another inquiry for District 6 Board vacancy, but their property wasn't in the
District 6 boundaries. The District's Annual Water Symposium will be March 23 and will focus on
the past, present, and future of stream management.
Mr. Cronin announced the St. Vrain Creek Coalition ("SVCC")Coordinator resigned and the Assistant
Coordinator would take on her responsibilities with the sole focus of completing the three
Emergency Watershed Protection ("EWP") projects. The SVCCBoard concluded at a recent meeting
that because of a lack of funding for staff past June, the SVCCmay not be able to exist.
Mr. Cronin stated the City of Longmont Water Board recommended to City staff that the InterGovernmental Agreement (alGA") to rent surplus Colorado-Big Thompson ("C-BT") water between
the City and the District be renewed.
G.

Items from the Board President - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas reported that Northern Water was making progress in hiring the new General
Manager and would be interviewing candidates next week in hopes to have the position filled by
the end of March. The President stated that at a recent Windy Gap meeting, it was learned that the
3% per month cost of delays is now at about 4.5% per month; Northern Water hopes to get the
project done this year. It was reported that Mike Applegate had semi-retired and sold Applegate
Group to his employees.

v.

ADJOURNMENT

Vice President Smith made a motion to adjourn the Board meeting and Treasurer M. Rademacher
seconded. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
None

