St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
July 26, 2018

I.

ROUTINE"ITEMS
A.

Roll Call - Terry Lance

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Chris Smith, Secretary Doug
Rademacher, Treasurer Mike Rademacher, and Directors Doug Lyle, Verna Sigg, and Ron
Sutherland. Director Reggie Golden called into the meeting at 1:15 p.m. The District 6 Board seat
remains vacant.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director; Terry Lance, Office
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark McLean, Engineer.
B.

Call to Order - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked if there were any additions or amendments to the agenda and there
were none.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections to the June minutes and there were none.
Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to approve the minutes and Director Sigg seconded. The
motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: SMP Contractor Recommendation & Selection - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin recapped that the goal of the Stream Management Plan ("SMP") is to identify projects
and create management strategies in St. Vrain and Left Hand Creeks with an emphasis on the
headwaters to the confluence. The objective is to transition from a reactive flood recovery to
proactive stream health identified with water user's current and future needs as well as private
property rights and the prior appropriation system. The Executive Director then gave reasons why
the District was chosen to lead the project, why a SMP should be developed, and why the watershed
should be managed and protected. The funding resources such as grants, cash matches, District
contribution and in-kind services were then reviewed.
The District advertised and received four proposals for the Stream Management Plan; Mr. Cronin
then reviewed each of the proposals.

Director Golden called into the meeting at 1:15 p.m.
Mr. Cronin reported that after the ad-hoc committee interviewed the top two firms, the Biohabitats
team was recommended to the District Board. The Biohabitats team includes the following
consultants: Wright Water Engineers, Peak Facilitation Group, DiNatale Water- Consultants, Open
Water Foundation, Lefthand Watershed Oversight Group, and St. Vrain Creek Coalition. Highlights
of the Biohabitat's team's approach, accomplishments, and vision of the SMPwere then reviewed.
The Board was then directed to the Biohabitat's fee estimate that included funds for StakeholderEngagement and Community Outreach, Existing Data Collection and Review, Demand Shortage &
Infrastructure Assessment, River Health Assessment, Compiling Results, and Project Management
totaling $299,894. The Board was asked for questions or comments and a discussion ensued on
how the SMP will include agricultural needs. Director Lyle respected the committee's decision and
made a motion to accept the recommendation. Vice President Smith seconded and the motion
passed.
B.

Motion: Owner Agreement - Sean Cronin

The Board was then asked for any questions or concerns regarding the Biohabitats agreement. Vice
President Smith pointed out that the fee estimate of $299,894 (Exhibit B) didn't seem to include the
$7,000 in-kind services by American Whitewater. Mr. Holwick agreed and added that the
agreement language states the District agrees to pay costs according to what the services are;
therefore the discrepancy between the agreement language and the fee estimate (Exhibit B) should
be addressed. After a discussion, the Board directed the Executive Director to resolve the issue
with Biohabitats. Vice President Smith made a motion to approve the agreement subject to the
change in the total budget of Exhibit B to equal that which has been appropriated to the grant
funding totaling $300,000, which includes the $7,000 in-kind service from American Whitewater.
Treasurer M. Rademacher seconded and the motion passed.
C.

Motion: Lake 4 Design - Grant Signature Authority - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported that the Lake 4 designs have been completed and approved by the State of
Colorado. Signatures from Boulder County and the District were now needed to authorize the
plans. Director Sigg made a motion to grant the Executive Director signature authority. Vice
President Smith seconded and the motion passed.
IV.

REPORTS
A.

Executive Director Report - Sean Cronin

SDAAwardfor Dennis Yanchunas
Mr. Cronin announced that Dennis Yanchunas will be receiving the Director of the Year award from
the Special District Association. The Board was invited to attend the ceremony on September 14 in
Keystone.
District 6 Vacancy
Per Board direction, the District 6 vacancy was advertised in the Allenspark Wind and the Lyons
Recorder newspapers. The District was contacted by four interested parties who were given
instructions on how to apply for the position.

CWCB Grant Terms and Conditions

Mr. Cronin stated the Colorado Water Conservation Board C'CWCB") grant for the Stream
Management Plan was officially executed and contains terms and conditions. Mr. Holwick reviewed
the terms and conditions and didn't recommend any changes.
Water Education Colorado Flood Tour

The Board was invited to attend the Water Education Colorado Flood Tour on September 18. Mr.
Cronin helped in ehe ·planning of the tour and as the District is a sponsor of the event, it will have
name recognition.
- .
County Fair Parade

The District will participate in the Boulder County Fair Parade on August 4. Director Sigg
volunteered her antique pickup truck and the Board was invited to help distribute water bottles.
Treasurer M. Rademacher asked the Board to consider having a booth at the County Fair next year.
St. Vrain Creek Coalition

Mr. Cronin reported that staff funding has ended for the St. Vrain Creek Coalition C'SVCC"),however
there may be enough funds left to hire an intern to close out outstanding items. The Executive
Director stated the SVCCwill continue to have ongoing conversations on how to address the
required monitoring and maintenance of the flood recovery projects for the next two years.
B.

Items from the Board President - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked for items from the Board and there were none.

v.

ADJOURNMENT

Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Treasurer M. Rademacher
seconded. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Dennis Yanch

Additional Guests:
There were no guests.

