St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
Minutes of the Board Meeting held at
9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 80501
June 11, 2018

I.

ROUTINEITEMS
A.

Roll Call - Terry Lance

Board members present: President Dennis Yanchunas, Vice President Chris Smith, Secretary D.
Rademacher, and Directors Doug Lyle, Verna Sigg, and Ron Sutherland. Treasurer M. Rademacher
and Director Reggie Golden were absent. The District 6 director seat remains vacant.
Staff members and consultants present: Sean Cronin, Executive Director; Terry Lance, Office
Manager; Scott Holwick, Legal Counsel; and Mark McLean,Engineer.
B.

Call to Order - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.
C.

Amendments or Additions to the Agenda - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked if there were any additions or amendments to the agenda. Mr. Cronin
stated as the Gravel Pit Agreements were a discussion item, there should not have been "action
needed" under the title. However, during the actual discussion it resulted in action from the Board.
II.

CONSENTAGENDA
A.

Motion: Approval of Minutes - President Yanchunas

President Yanchunas asked the Board for any corrections to the minutes and there were none.
Director Sigg made a motion to approve the May meeting minutes and Vice President Smith
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
III.

ACTIONITEMS
A.

Motion: General Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Ms. Lance stated the District received $91,269 in Ad Valorem from Boulder, Larimer, and Weld
counties and $103 in bank interest. In May, the District contributed $5,000 to the Lefthand
Watershed Oversight Group. Secretary D.Rademacher made a motion to approve the General Fund
finance report and Director Siggseconded. The motion passed.
B.

Motion: Enterprise Fund Finance Report - Terry Lance

Thus far, the District has collected $90,121 in augmentation renewal fees. Ms. Lance stated second
notices were mailed out to members with outstanding balances and were due June 18. There were
no out of the ordinary expenses in May. With no questions from the Board, Vice President Smith
made a motion to approve the Enterprise Fund finance report. Director Lyle seconded and the
motion passed.

C.

Motion: Gravel Pit Agreements - Sean Cronin

Between the period of 1974 and 1988, the District entered into thirteen (13) gravel pit
augmentation agreements. Per Board instruction, Mr. Cronin provided an analysis of all
agreements, specifically those that allow water to be "left in the river". In conclusion, there were
three (3) agreements that include language that clearly states that water can be left in the river; one
(1) where there is a strong possibility that water can be left in the river; five (5) that do not include
a provision to be left in the river; and four (4) that the District does not own the water and language
is inconclusive.
Of the three (3) agreements that state water could be left in the river, each of those ditches may be
underutilized and the District doesn't currently call for the water to be diverted, effectively water
could be considered left in the river. The Division Engineer does not have legal authority to
administer the water past its decreed point of diversion, so although the water is left in the river, it
is diverted at the next available downstream location.
After a discussion, President Yanchunas asked the Board how much further they would like to
analyze those three (3) agreements and at what cost to the District. Mr. McLean added that
engineering costs could be up to $4,000. A discussion ensued on a diversion process as to how to
leave the water in the river. President Yanchunas did not believe the District should pursue
because the cost was too high, the District was not dealing with enough water, and could potentially
affect other ditches. Director Lyle disagreed and a discussion ensued. Mr. McLean added that many
of the agreements are non-specific and it gets complicated when looking at different diversions,
who's diverting and who is in priority. Mr. Cronin agreed that it would take a lot of effort since there
is confusion in the agreements of what "left in the river" means.
Mr. Cronin reported that the 1985 Golden augmentation agreement allows the District to leave the
Zweck & Turner water in the river and he has no issue with that. It was suggested that water
diverted at the Zweck & Turner headgate could also be run down the Zweck & Turner Ditch and
delivered back to the river. After a discussion, Vice President Smith made a motion that Mr. Cronin
draft a letter on behalf of the District to Mr. John Zweck, ditch rider for the Zweck & Turner Ditch,
that the Board approved the District's 29% of a 1/12 interest can be diverted at the Zweck &
Turner headgate. Secretary D. Rademacher seconded the motion. Vice President Smith amended
the motion to add, that because the 1985 agreement allows water to be "left in the river", the Board
agrees to allow Mr. John Zweck the discretion to either divert the District's 29% of a 1/12 interest
in the Zweck & Turner water right into the ditch or leave it in the river. Secretary D. Rademacher
seconded the amended motion. The original motion and the amendment to the motion each passed.
President Yanchunas suggested the Board defer making any further attempts to discuss the
agreements until we can include a simple schematic in the packet for future meetings. Vice
President Smith recommended the Board table it until an interested party wants to invest in more
research of the agreements. A discussion ensued on the Webster and McCaslin ditch. The Board
recommended Mr. Cronin have a discussion with Mr. Zweck.
IV.

DISCUSSIONS
A.

Stream Management Plan - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported the deadline to submit proposals for the Stream Management Plan was June
and staff had received plans. Each of the four proposals was then sent to Committee members for
review and then will evaluate options as a Committee on June 18.

On June 27, the Committee will interview potential candidates and the Board will make a final
decision on July 9. The proposals will be available to the Board for review upon notification to staff.
V.

REPORTS
A.

Water Commissioners Report - Shera Sumerford

The Water Commissioner reported the call on the Main Stem was Lower Platte and Beaver Canal,
04/15/1888, and the call on the St. Vrain was Supply Ditch, 05/31/1878. Flows at Lyons gauge was
350 cfs, with roughly 371 cfs demands. Reservoirs at the end of May were 80.78% full.
B.
•
•

•

•

•
•

Mr. Holwick reported there were no applications of potential interest within District 5 in
the April resume.
Boulder County ("County") has until the end of July to provide expert disclosures regarding
the augmentation plan for Kenosha Ponds. In a few months, the District will then determine
if it has a role in that case.
Camp St. Malo was seeking to amend a previously decreed plan for augmentation in which
the District filed a statement of opposition. Applicant provided a draft ruling on May 31 and
the District is awaiting a draft accounting to review. Counsel anticipates bringing a
recommendation for action to the Board at the July meeting.
The County will propose the floodplain re-mapping amendments at upcoming multiple
public hearings for portions of Left Hand Creek and Boulder Creek and then present to the
County Commissioners.
Mr. Holwick reported that Senate Bill 18-167 (Concerning increased enforcement of
requirements related to the location of underground facilities) passed.
Counsel reviewed some of Northern Water's revisions to their regional pool program rules
and changes to their Colorado-Big Thompson water accounting and tracking.
C.

•
•

•
•

Legal Report - Scott Holwick

Engineering Report - Mark McLean

Last month, Mr. McLean spent time reviewing the District's gravel pit agreements.
According to the June Snowpack report, the Engineer reported that conditions were better
in this part of the state compared to the lower areas. Snowpack in the South Platte basin
was currently 20% of the median and had melted out fairly early this year. The South Platte
basin snowpack ended up at 91 % and 88% of normal when it peaked. Statewide, May was
the driest month of precipitation since the start of year. St. Vrain Creek at Lyons is a little
more than 75% of average for the June-September runoff. Upper Colorado is about a
quarter of the normal snowpack this time of year, however reservoir content is good.
Mr. McLean reviewed two new augmentation member applications.
The Engineer continues to support the District on the Lake 4 dam repair work and regularly
attends progress meetings with the County. Mr. McLean continues preparation on technical
specs for the pipeline design that will be included in the "Invitation to Bid" package; he and
the County will meet June 22 to complete.
D.

Lake 4 Update - Sean Cronin

Mr. Cronin reported the County and District would be meeting with Martin Marietta tomorrow to
discuss a staging area for construction and access.

Mr. Cronin stated another critical piece was that FEMA initially approves everything after a
disaster; however because the Lake 4 new design includes hazard mitigation (a spillway), they are
requiring a scope change.
E.

Executive Director Report - Sean Cronin
District 6 Vacancy Announcement

Mr. Cronin reported that staff received a response from a person interested in the Board vacancy
position. Staff is currently advertising the Board seat in the Allenspark Wind and the Lyons
Recorder Herald until the end of June. At the end of the month, staff will notify all interested parties
ofthe legal public notice/application process.
St. Vrain Creek Coalition

The St. Vrain Creek Coalition Board of Directors met on June 6 to discuss if any funding might be
available to allow the Coalition to continue past the end of June.
Copeland Reservoir

In May, Copeland Reservoir had a small window of free river. The seasonal employee opened the
diversion; however there was not enough ditch flow to push the water into the reservoir.
South Platte Regional Opportunities

Working Group (lfSPROWG")

SPROWGhosted two workshops in Mayto present their results in looking at potential in developing
additional water supplies in the South Platte. Approximately 30 of the participants indicated
interest in being a part the organization moving forward.
Website Update

Mr. Cronin stated the District's website was in need of an update as it has become dysfunctional for
staff use and software is out of date. Staff met with a consultant and will look at funds to pursue.
Boulder County Parade

The Boulder County Parade is scheduled for August 4 and Director Siggoffered her antique truck as
an entry. Mr. Cronin asked the Board for volunteers to help that day.
Emcee

Mr. Cronin will be emceeing the Poudre River Forum and the 2018 Watershed Summit.
F.

Items from the Board President - President Yanchunas

Director Lyle expressed concern of the lowered water table at Pella Crossing and asked if there was
a connection with surrounding ground water and irrigation. A discussion ensued on ownership,
infrastructure, and repairs to that area after the 2013 flood. Mr. Cronin believed the County
lowered that outlet for wildlife habitat. A discussion ensued on the agreements, augmenting, and
consumptive use.
President Yanchunas shared that the Governor of California signed legislation that limits domestic
use and fines imposed. The President read that 40% of California's water goes to agriculture, 50%
to the environment, and that the new law would then affect 10% of people.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT

Secretary D. Rademacher made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Vice President
seconded. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Additional Guests:
There were no guests.

Smith

